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I/Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Game 

LEARNING  TO  CREATE  POEMS 

Using  similes 

In  each  blank  space  write  the  word  or  phrase  that  fits  best. 

•  giant  snake  •  furnace  •  tree  bark  •  grass  •  bucking  bronco 

1 .  The  dragon  was  as  green  as .  4.  Its  single  eye  blazed  like  a . 

2.  It  slithered  over  the  rocks  like  a .  5.  Its  skin  was  as  rough  as . 

3.  Suddenly,  like  a . ,  it  reared  up  on  its  hind  legs. 

What  two  things  are  being  compared  in  the  first  sentence?  in  the  second?  in  each  of  the 
other  sentences? 

Which  sentences  use  the  word  as  to  compare  two  things? .  Which  sentences 

use  the  word  like? .  When  we  compare  two  things  with  the  word  like  or  as,  we  use 

an  expression  called  a  simile. 

Similes  can  help  to  make  writing  lively  and  interesting.  For  example,  suppose  you  want  to  express 
the  following  idea:  The  clouds  look  woolly  and  white. 

What  simile  could  you  write  to  make  this  idea  seem  livelier  and  more  interesting?  Ask  yourself, 

“What  other  things  look  woolly  and  white?”  You  may  think  of  an  answer  such  as:  Sheep  look  woolly 
and  white. 

Putting  these  two  ideas  together,  you  could  write  a  simile  such  as:  The  clouds  look  like  woolly, 
white  sheep. 

Read  the  following  pairs  of  ideas.  After  each,  write  a  sentence  containing  a  simile  that  combines 
the  two  ideas.  Remember  to  use  the  word  like  or  as  in  each  of  your  similes. 

1 .  Her  voice  sounds  harsh. 

A  buzz  saw  sounds  harsh. 

Simile  sentence . 

2. 1  am  hungry. 

A  wolf  is  hungry. 
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Simile  sentence 


3.  Her  hair  is  straight. 

A  board  is  straight. 

Simile  sentence . 

4.  Simon  is  lively. 

A  cricket  is  lively. 

Simile  sentence . 

5.  In  a  quick  manner,  the  groundhog  disappeared  into  its  hole. 

A  wink  is  quick. 

Simile  sentence . 

Can  you  think  of  some  comparisons  of  your  own?  Read  the  following  ideas.  In  each  case,  provide 
a  suitable  second  idea.  Then  combine  the  two  ideas  to  write  a  sentence  containing  a  simile. 
Remember  to  use  the  word  like  or  as  in  each  of  your  similes.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

•  He  is  sly. 

Second  Idea:  A  fox  is  sly. 

Simile  sentence:  He  is  as  sly  as  a  fox  . 

1 .  They  are  busy. 

Second  Idea:  . 

Simile  sentence:  . 

2.  Quietly,  Alice  slipped  out  of  the  room. 

Second  Idea:  . 

Simile  sentence:  . 

3.  The  fog  looked  gray  and  thick. 

Second  Idea:  . 

Simile  sentence:  . 

4.  The  grass  rustled. 

Second  Idea:  . 

Simile  sentence:  . 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


Complete  each  of  the  following  sentences  by  filling  in  the  blank  with  a  word  that  makes  sense. 

1 .  The  Bender  family . their  boat  down  the  river. 

2.  Suddenly  they . a  golden  goose  on  the  riverbank. 

3.  “Look  at  that  odd-looking  bird,” . Benny  Bender. 

4.  “I  wonder  why  its  feathers . so  yellow,”  said  his  sister  Brenda. 

5.  “Maybe  that’s  the  goose  that . the  golden  egg,”  joked  Mrs.  Bender. 

The  words  that  made  sense  in  the  sentences  above  are  called  verbs.  These  verbs  show  action, 
for  example:  sailed,  rowed,  shouted. 

How  can  you  tell  whether  a  word  is  a  verb?  One  way  is  to  use  it  to  complete  a  sentence  such  as: 

•  It . 

or 

•  They  . 

Does  the  word  splashed  make  sense  in  the  two  sentence  patterns  above?  If  it  does,  then  it  must 
be  a  verb.  Is  the  word  hissed  a  verb?  How  do  you  know? 

To  solve  the  following  puzzle,  shade  in  the  spaces  that  contain  words  that  could  be  used  as  verbs. 
When  you  have  finished,  you  should  see  two  feathers  from  the  Benders’  golden  goose! 


Read  the  following  pair  of  sentences. 

•  The  goose  walked  along  the  riverbank. 

•  The  goose  strutted  along  the  riverbank. 

Which  sentence  is  more  colorful  or  expressive?  Why? 
Now  read  the  following  pair  of  sentences. 

•  The  sausages  sizzled  in  the  pan. 

•  The  sausages  cooked  in  the  pan. 


Which  sentence  is  more  expressive?  Why?  Verbs  such  as  strutted  and  sizzled  are  more  effective 
than  verbs  such  as  walked  and  cooked.  One  reason  is  that  the  first  two  verbs  appeal  to  our  senses. 
The  verb  strutted  appeals  to  the  sense  of  sight.  It  creates  a  picture  in  our  minds.  To  which  sense  does 
the  verb  sizzled  appeal?  In  each  of  the  following  sentences,  write  the  more  colorful  or  effective  verb. 


1 .  Sense  of  Sight:  Sunshine 


on  the  water,  (glinted,  shone) 


2.  Sense  of  Hearing:  The  wind . outside  the  cabin  door,  (blew,  howled) 

3.  Sense  of  Smell:  The  scent  of  roses . the  air.  (filled,  perfumed) 

4.  Sense  of  Touch:  We . along  in  the  back  of  the  big  van.  (rode,  bounced) 

5.  Sense  of  Taste:  She . each  mouthful  of  the  delicious  dessert,  (savored,  enjoyed) 

Choose  five  of  the  following  expressive  verbs.  Use  each  of  your  verbs  in  a  colorful  sentence  that 
appeals  to  one  of  the  senses.  After  each  sentence  write  in  brackets  the  sense  that  the  verb  appeals  to. 

fluttered  crunched  crumbled 

tingled  stampeded  tottered 

scorched  roared  stung 


1 

2 

3 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 


Writing  headlines  for  news 

Read  the  following  news  headlines. 

•  Grade  6  student  star  of  exciting  classroom  drama 

•  Groundhog  sees  shadow 


What  is  the  meaning  of  the  first  headline?  Write  it  in  a  complete  sentence: 


reports 

A-rn 
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What  words  did  you  add  in  order  to  turn  the  headline  into  a  complete  sentence? 

Why  do  you  suppose  the  headline  writers  left  these  words  out?  . 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  second  headline?  Write  it  in  a  complete  sentence: 


What  words  did  you  add  this  time?  Did  you  change  the  word  sees  to  saw?  Why? 

In  order  to  make  a  headline  seem  dramatic  and  exciting,  headline-writers  often  use  verbs  in  the 
present  tense  (sees,  wins,  causes,  pays,  and  so  on.)  In  “translating”  headlines  into  our  own  words, 
we  often  need  to  put  the  verbs  in  the  past  tense  (saw,  won,  caused,  paid,  and  so  on).  “Translate”  each 
of  the  following  headlines  into  a  complete  sentence. 

1 .  Canadian  astronomer  sees  new  star . 


2.  “I’ll  run  the  show”:  mayor 


3.  Teenager  wins  essay  contest 


4.  Faulty  wiring  causes  million-dollar  blaze 


5.  Expos’  big  push  pays  off 
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Now  write  some  news  headlines  of  your  own.  Use  each  of  the  following  sentences  as  the  basis 
fora  headline. 

Make  your  headlines  brief,  catchy,  and  “to  the  point.” 

1 .  Scientists  have  now  discovered  a  goose  that  actually  lays  golden  eggs . 


2.  The  Vancouver  Canucks  lost  their  game  on  Saturday  night 


3.  Several  sailors  say  that  friendly  dolphins  saved  their  lives 


4.  The  Canadian  mint  has  issued  a  special  coin  in  honor  of  outstanding  Canadian  athletes 


5.  A  Saskatchewan  farmer  discovered  the  remains  of  a  flying  saucer  buried  in  his  field 


ifefsfflStSI 


mm 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


Writing  complete  sentences 
using  subjects  and  predicates 

Read  the  five  groups  of  words  on  the  left.  In  each  blank,  write  the  letter  that  stands  for  the  group  of 
words  on  the  right  that  best  completes  the  sentence. 

1 .  Sandra  Yee .  A.  contains  flour,  sugar,  eggs 

oil  and  spices. 

2.  The  dough  for  the  cookies .  B.  makes  fortune  cookies  for 

Chinese  restaurants. 

3.  A  small  printing  press .  C.  crack  open  the  cookies  and 

find  the  messages. 

4.  Customers  in  the  restaurants .  D.  prints  a  message  to  go  into 

each  cookie. 

5.  Then  they .  E.  eat  Mrs.  Yee’s  delicious  cookies. 

Who  or  what  is  “doing  something”  in  the  first  sentence?  in  the  second?  in  the  third?  The  words 
that  tell  us  who  or  what  is  doing  something  in  a  sentence  make  up  the  subject  of  the  sentence. 

Are  all  the  groups  of  words  on  the  left  subjects?  How  do  you  know? 

Which  group  of  words  tells  us  what  Sandra  Yee  does?  The  words  that  tell  what  something  or 
somebody  does  make  up  the  predicate  of  a  sentence.  Are  all  the  groups  of  words  on  the  right 
predicates?  How  do  you  know? 

Read  the  following  groups  of  words.  Draw  one  line  under  each  group  that  could  be  the  subject 
of  a  sentence.  Draw  two  lines  under  each  group  that  could  be  the  predicate  of  a  sentence. 

a  tall  dark  man  a  letter  with  important  news  an  important  person  in  your  life 

flowers  a  dark-haired  woman  went  on  an  important  errand  yesterday 

will  change  soon  will  give  you  a  prize  is  expecting  to  hear  from  you 

your  life  may  arrive  this  afternoon  has  come  from  a  distant  land 

Can  you  help  Mrs.  Yee  to  write  some  fortunes  to  put  into  her  fortune  cookies?  Choose  four  subjects 
from  the  list  above.  Then  choose  a  predicate  for  each.  Write  your  complete  “fortune”  sentences 
on  the  following  slips  of  paper.  Remember  to  begin  each  sentence  with  a  capital  letter  and  end 
with  a  period. 
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LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 


Writing  stcpy  beginnings 

An  opening  paragraph  in  a  story  should  catch  the  reader’s  interest.  It  should  make  him  or  her  want  to 
read  on.  Read  the  following  story  beginnings. 

Once  there  was  a  little  boy.  He  lived  in  a  large  town.  He  lived  in  a  house  with  his  brother  and 
two  sisters.  They  had  a  dog.  Every  week-end  they  went  for  a  drive  in  their  car. 

Melissa’s  grandfather  had  thick  white  hair  and  a  handlebar  mustache.  He  liked  children, 
especially  Melissa.  In  his  shirt  pocket  he  always  carried  a  gold  watch  on  a  long  chain,  a  picture 
of  Melissa’s  grandmother,  and  a  package  of  peppermint  chewing  gum. 

Which  paragraph  caught  your  interest?  What  details  made  you  want  to  read  on? 


What  made  the  dull  character  and  setting  seem  that  way? 


Did  it  make  you  want  to  read  on?  What  was  the  main  purpose  of  the  paragraph?  (check  one  of  the 
following.) 


. t0  explain  where  and  when  the  story  takes  place 

. to  tell  about  some  exciting  action 

. to  describe  one  of  the  story’s  characters 

Look  at  the  following  pictures.  Which  one  could  you  use  as  the  basis  for  a  story  beginning  in  which 
you  explain  where  and  when  the  story  takes  place?  A  story  beginning  in  which  you  tell  about  some 
exciting  action?  A  story  beginning  in  which  you  describe  one  of  the  story’s  characters? 


If  you  use  this  picture, 
your  story  beginning  could 
describe  the  main  character. 


If  you  use  this  picture, 
your  story  beginning  could 
explain  where  and  when  the 
story  takes  place. 


If  you  use  this  picture, 
your  story  beginning  could 
tell  how  a  close  game 
that’s  almost  over  ends. 
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Write  your  story  beginning  in  the  space  provided  below. 
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Learning  #©... 

Read  the  following  news  report. 


It  was  a  red  letter  day  in  Rivertown  yesterday.  For  the  first  time  in  eight  years,  the  town’s  midget 
baseball  team,  the  Rivertown  Rangers,  wrested  the  pennant  from  the  Rudsville  Bombers.  It  was  a 
hard-fought  battle  resulting  in  a  squeaking  victory  of  6-5  for  the  Rangers. 

Both  teams  played  hard  and  well,  but  it  was  the  pitching  of  Alison  Greenfield  that  probably  saved 
the  day  for  the  Rangers.  With  all  the  bases  loaded,  she  pitched  a  fast  curve  ball  that  took  batter 
Debbie  Smart  completely  by  surprise. 

Said  coach  Anna  Matthews  after  the  game,  “The  team  deserved  to  win  the  pennant  this  year. 

All  season  long,  they’ve  really  given  it  all  they  had.” 

Above  the  report,  write  a  headline. 

Now,  rewrite  the  news  report  as  a  short  story.  What  details  will  you  add?  What  will  your  opening 
tell  about?  Will  it  tell  about  Alison  and  her  feelings  before  the  game?  about  the  coach  and  her 

feelings  before  the  game?  Will  it  tell  about  the  problem  of  the  Rangers’  not  having  won  a  pennant 
for  eight  years? 

Use  complete  sentences.  Use  expressive  verbs  that  will  make  your  description  of  people  and  their 
actions  lively  and  interesting.  Use  at  least  one  simile  in  your  story. 
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2/Food  for  Thought 

LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 

Using  topic  sentences  and  supporting  details 

Read  the  following  group  of  sentences. 

The  foods  that  people  of  a  country  eat  depend  greatly  on  the  climate  and  soil  of  their  country. 
In  countries  that  have  broad  plains  for  grazing  cattle,  beef  is  eaten  in  large  quantities.  These 
countries  must  also  have  a  certain  amount  of  rainfall  in  order  to  produce  good  grazing  plains  for 
the  cattle.  In  Japan,  rice  is  a  major  part  of  the  people’s  diet.  This  is  because  the  wet,  marshy 
ground  and  the  long,  warm  growing  season  are  perfect  for  growing  rice. 

What  is  the  main  idea  of  this  group  of  sentences?  Write  it  on  the  line . 


Which  sentence  states  this  main  idea?  . 

A  group  of  sentences  about  one  main  idea  is  called  a  paragraph.  The  sentence  that  states  the  main 
idea  is  called  the  topic  sentence  of  the  paragraph.  Often  the  topic  sentence  is  the  first  one  in  the 
paragraph. 

Now  read  the  following  group  of  sentences. 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  reason  we  have  sandwiches  is  because  an  English  earl  liked  to  play  cards! 
John  Montagu,  the  fourth  earl  of  Sandwich,  enjoyed  playing  cards  so  much  that  he  would  often  play 
for  days  without  stopping  for  meals.  However,  this  became  a  problem  in  time,  as  John  lost  weight  and 
also  lost  energy  to  play  cards.  So  John  did  some  serious  thinking  and  arrived  at  a  solution.  He  would 
have  slices  of  meat  placed  between  pieces  of  bread.  His  new  snack  became  so  popular  that  soon 
everyone  was  having  a  “sandwich”  whether  they  were  card  players  or  not! 

Is  this  group  of  sentences  a  paragraph?  How  do  you  know?  Underline  the  topic  sentence  of 
the  paragraph. 

Write  the  reasons  for  your  answer  on  the  lines  below. 


15 


Read  the  following  paragraph. 

Baseball  as  we  know  it  began  in  1845,  when  Alexander  J.  Cartwright  drew  up  some  rules  for  the 
game.  These  set  the  bases  about  27  m  apart,  as  they  are  today.  They  also  established  the  foul  lines, 
the  strikeout,  three-out  innings,  and  nine-person  teams.  However,  the  ball  had  to  be  pitched 
underhand,  and  21  (or  more)  runs,  rather  than  nine  innings,  made  a  game. 

Underline  the  topic  sentence  in  the  paragraph.  Then  state  in  your  own  words  the  author’s  main  idea. 


The  rest  of  the  sentences  in  a  paragraph  are  called  supporting  details.  They  give  details  that  explain 
or  support  the  main  idea.  What  details  does  the  author  give  to  support  and  explain  the  main  idea 
of  the  above  paragraph?  Complete  the  following  list. 

Supporting  details 

set  the  bases  about  27  m  apart,  established  the  foul  lines,  the  strikeout,  three-out  innings, 
and  nine-person  teams, 


Now  read  the  following  paragraph. 

For  years  many  people  have  believed  that  treasure  is  buried  on  Oak  Island,  a  small  island  off 
the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  first  search  for  treasure  began  in  1795,  when  a  ship’s  block  was 
discovered  hanging  from  a  tree  over  a  low  spot  in  the  ground.  In  1803,  a  Truro  company 
sank  a  30  m  shaft  in  its  efforts  to  find  treasure.  In  the  last  few  years,  Trinton  Alliance  Ltd.  has  used 
a  television  camera  and  surface  monitor  in  its  treasure  hunt. 

Underline  the  topic  sentence  in  the  paragraph.  Then  state  in  your  own  words  the  author’s 
main  idea. 


What  details  does  the  author  give  to  support  and  explain  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph? 
List  them  below. 

Supporting  Details 
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The  following  are  some  topics  for  paragraphs.  Beside  each  topic  write  a  possible  main  idea. 
In  this  way  you  will  form  atopic  sentence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  Interesting  birds  often  visit  our  bird-feeder  in  the  winter 

2.  Getting  ready  for  school  . 


3.  My  favorite  meal 


4.  Circus  clowns 


5.  Our  country’s  government 


Choose  one  of  your  topic  sentences.  What  details  could  you  use  to  explain  or  support  your  main 
idea?  List  them  below. 

Supporting  Details 
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Use  your  topic  sentence  and  your  supporting  details  to  write  a  paragraph  in  the  space  below. 
Indent  the  first  line  of  your  paragraph.  (Start  it  about  2  cm  to  the  right  of  the  margin.) 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 

Understanding  idiomatic  expressions 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  It’s  raining  cats  and  dogs 

•  He  was  purple  with  rage. 

Were  cats  and  dogs  really  raining  out  of  the  sky?  Was  the  person  really  purple?  Expressions 
such  as  raining  cats  and  dogs  and  purple  with  rage  are  called  idioms.  They  do  not  mean  exactly 
what  they  say. 

How  many  of  the  following  idioms  do  you  know?  Choose  and  write  the  missing  word  in  each 
blank  space. 

road  rat  tongue  day  milk 

bud  blue  spoon  down  love 

1 .  It’s  no  use  crying  over  spilled .  6.  The  cat’s  got  her . 

2.  He  was  born  with  a  silver . in  his  mouth.  7.  They  fell  in . 

3.  They  nipped  it  in  the .  8.  It’s  time  to  hit  the . 

4.  It  was  a  red  letter . for  us.  9.  They  smelled  a . 

5.  He’s  been  feeling  run . lately.  1 0.  She’s  feeling . 

Now  choose  five  of  the  idioms  that  you  completed.  Explain  each  one  in  your  own  words  on  the 
lines  below. 


Use  two  or  three  of  the  idioms  in  a  two  or  three  sentence  paragraph. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 

Using  different  kinds  of  sentences 

Read  the  following  sentences  softly  to  yourself.  How  does  your  voice  change  as  you  read  each  one? 

•  I  turned  off  the  bubble  machine. 

•  Did  you  turn  off  the  bubble  machine? 

•  Please  turn  off  the  bubble  machine. 

•  How  quickly  you  turned  off  the  bubble  machine! 

Which  sentence  gives  information  inastatement?  Didyourvoice  riseattheend  of  the  sentence  that 
asks  a  question?  Did  your  voice  show  strong  feeling  in  the  exclamation  sentence?  What  punctuation 
mark  comes  at  the  end  of  the  statement? 

Look  at  the  sentences  again.  Which  one  tells  you  to  do  something?  A  sentence  that  tells  you 
to  do  something  is  called  a  command  sentence.  What  punctuation  mark  comes  at  the  end  of  a 
command  sentence? 

Which  sentence  asks  a  question?  What  punctuation  mark  comes  at  the  end  of  a  question?  Which 
sentence  shows  strong  feeling?  A  sentence  that  shows  strong  feeling  is  called  an  exclamation 
sentence.  What  punctuation  mark  comes  at  the  end  of  an  exclamation  sentence? 

Add  the  missing  punctuation  marks  at  the  ends  of  the  following  sentences.  In  the  blank  after  each 
sentence,  write  statement,  command,  question,  or  exclamation  to  show  what  kind  of  sentence  it  is. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  I’m  forever  blowing  bubbles.  Statement 


2. 1  never  met  a  bubble  machine  that  I  didn’t  like 


3.  Help!  The  bubble  machine  is  in  trouble 


4.  Please  show  me  the  way  to  the  bubble  machine 


5.  How  pretty  those  green  and  purple  bubbles  are 


6.  Who  made  this  bubble  machine 
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7.  Blow  your  own  bubbles 


8.  What  a  lot  of  bubbles 


9.  Do  you  believe  in  bubble  power 


10.  What  a  silly  machine  this  is 
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Are  you  ready  for  the  Double-Bubble  Puzzle?  Follow  the  bubble  numbers.  The  directions  will  tell  you 
what  kinds  of  sentences  to  write  in  the  empty  bubbles.  Remember  to  use  the  correct  punctuation 

mark  each  time. 


22 


Learning  to... 

What  did  you  have  for  lunch  yesterday?  Did  you  enjoy  it? 


Your  list  of  foods  might  look  like  this: 


*7u#u><  Sa&U. . 
CavuXrSfi 


How  could  you  make  those  foods  sound  more  interesting?  You  might  rewrite  them  in  the  following 


way: 


jn'. 


-  fyuccy  •/. M&CjLi 


What  kinds  of  words  made  the  foods  more  interesting?  Add  adjectives  from  the  following  list  to  the 


foods  below  to  make  them  sound  more  interesting  and  appetizing. 

crunchy 

rich 

fresh-baked 

hot 

delicious 

crispy 

refreshing 

crusty 

fresh 

mouth  watering 

tasty 

cool 

•  grapefruit 

•  stew 

•  roll  and  butter 

•  apple 

Write  your  list  on  the  lines  below: 


Ask  a  classmate  for  three  or  four  foods  he  or  she  doesn’t  like.  Use  those  foods  to  write  an  appetizing 
menu.  Make  the  food  sound  as  delicious  as  you  can.  If  you  like,  you  can  illustrate  your  menu. 


Now,  show  your  menu  to  your  classmate.  Does  he/she  think  the  foods  sound  appealing? 
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3/If  Once  You  Have  Slept  on  an  Island 

LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 

Using  conversation  and  narrative 

Read  the  sentences  below  softly  to  yourself.  How  does  your  voice  change  as  you  read  each  one? 

“How  tall  that  giraffe  is!”  exclaimed  Harriet. 

“What’s  the  matter  with  him?”  asked  Peter. 

“I  think  he  has  a  sore  throat,”  replied  Dr.  Hoofenclaw. 

How  can  you  tell  which  words  were  spoken  by  Harriet?  How  can  you  tell  which  words  were  spoken 
by  Peter?  by  Doctor  Hoofenclaw,  the  veterinarian? . 


What  punctuation  marks  set  off  Harriet’s  words? . Peter’s  words? 

Dr.  Hoofenclaw’s  words? . 

Why  does  Harriet’s  sentence  end  with  an  exclamation  mark? 


What  kind  of  a  sentence  is  it? . 

Why  does  Peter’s  sentence  end  with  a  question  mark? 


What  kind  of  a  sentence  is  it? . 

What  punctuation  comes  at  the  end  of  Dr.  Hoofenclaw’s  sentence? 


What  kind  of  a  sentence  is  it? 
Why  doesn’t  it  end  with  a  period? 
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Read  the  following  sentences. 

“It  was  lucky  that  I  fell  into  this  pile  of  hay,”  said  the  doctor. 

Peter  asked,  “Did  you  hurt  yourself?” 

“No,”  the  doctor  replied,  “but  I  dropped  the  bottle  of  sore-throat  medicine.” 

How  can  you  tell  which  words  were  spoken  by  the  doctor?  by  Peter? . 

Expressions  such  as  said  the  doctor,  Peter  asked,  and  the  doctor  replied  are  called  tag  words. 

What  information  do  tag  words  give  you?  In  what  parts  of  sentences  can  they  be  placed? 

What  punctuation  mark  comes  at  the  end  of  the  doctor’s  first  sentence? . Why? . 

What  punctuation  mark  comes  at  the  end  of  his  second  sentence? . 

Add  your  own  tag  words  to  the  following  sentences. 

1.  “What  can  we  do  to  help?” . 

2.  “I’m  afraid  that  the  medicine  is  spilled,”  . 

3.  “Well,”  . “first  you  can  help  me  up.” 

4.  “Then  maybe  we  can  look  for  some  other  medicine  for  the  giraffe,” . 

5.  “How  uncomfortable  the  giraffe  must  be!” . 


Read  the  following  sentences. 


•  The  doctor  said  that  the  giraffe’s  eyes  still  looked  feverish. 

•  “The  giraffe’s  eyes  still  look  feverish,’’  said  the  doctor. 

Which  sentence  is  clearer  and  more  interesting?  Writers  often  use  direct  quotations  such  as  this 
to  make  a  story  lively  and  effective. 

Rewrite  each  of  the  following  sentences,  giving  the  speaker’s  exact  words.  Use  the  tag  words 
at  the  beginning,  end,  or  in  the  middle  of  sentences. 

1 .  Harriet  asked  what  the  giraffe’s  name  was. 

“What  is  the  giraffe’s  name?”  asked  Harriet. 

2.  The  doctor  replied  that  the  giraffe’s  name  was  Max. 


3.  Peter  said  that  he  thought  Max  was  about  four  metres  tall. 


4.  The  doctor  said  that  she  had  some  more  medicine  in  her  car. 


5.  The  doctor  told  Peter  and  Harriet  to  wait  for  her. 


6.  Harriet  suggested  that  they  set  the  ladder  up  again. 


7.  The  doctor  told  them  that  they  had  done  a  good  job. 


8.  The  doctor  asked  Harriet  to  hand  her  the  medicine. 


9.  Peter  said  that  he  could  see  Max  swallowing  the  medicine. 

Give  your  work  to  a  classmate.  Does  your  classmate  agree  with  the  way  you  rewrote  your  sentences? 
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Imagine  you  are  writing  a  story.  Your  three  characters,  Lina,  Tara,  and  Gordon,  have  just  discovered 
a  mysterious  box  in  a  cave  by  the  sea.  They  are  trying  to  decide  what  to  do  next.  Write  the  conversa¬ 
tion  that  occurs  as  each  one  puts  forward  his  or  her  ideas.  Remember  to  use  tag  words  at  the 
beginning  and  end,  and  in  the  middle  of  your  sentences. 


•  27 


LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 

Using  a  varietg  of  sentence  patterns 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  In  the  springtime  we  walk  in  the  woods.  •  We  walk  in  the  woods  in  the  springtime. 

Do  the  two  sentences  have  the  same  meaning? .  When  do  the  people  walk  in  the  woods? 


Which  words  answer  this  question? . 

•  Quickly  Violet  swung  herself  through  the  narrow  opening. 

•  Violet  swung  herself  quickly  through  the  narrow  opening. 

•  Violet  swung  herself  through  the  narrow  opening  quickly. 

Do  the  three  sentences  have  the  same  meaning? .  How  did  Violet  swing  herself  through 

the  opening? . 

Which  word  answers  this  question? . 

Writers  often  change  the  position  of  groups  of  words  such  as  in  the  springtime  in  order  to  make  their 
writing  smoother  and  more  interesting. 

Rewrite  each  of  the  following  sentences.  Keep  the  meaning  the  same,  but  place  the  underlined  group 
of  words  in  a  different  position  in  the  sentence.  Each  time  you  make  a  change,  be  sure  to  read  your 
sentence  softly  to  yourself.  Sometimes,  changing  the  order  of  words  makes  the  sentence  sound 
“funny”  or  unnatural. 

1 .  We  saw  a  chipmunk  under  the  fence. 


2.  Our  knapsack  was  heavy  before  lunch. 


3.  When  we  take  our  holidays,  we  are  going  to  the  seashore. 


4.  To  keep  his  feet  warm  Sam  wore  two  pairs  of  socks. 


5.  Near  the  cliff  we  found  a  big  limestone  cave. 
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6.  Violet  said,  “I  think  this  is  fun.” 


7.  Sam  asked,  “Shall  I  hand  you  the  flashlight?” 


8.  Jim,  come  here. 


9.  Violet  suddenly  felt  something  brush  her  foot. 


10.  “What  could  it  be?”  she  softly  whispered. 


Rewrite  the  following  paragraph.  Change  the  position  of  the  underlined  words  and  groups  of  words 
in  order  to  make  the  paragraph  smoother,  clearer,  and  more  interesting. 

Violet  felt  around  with  her  foot.  She  found  nothing  for  several  minutes.  Then  Jackie  handed  her 
the  flashlight  quietly.  Violet  caught  her  breath  sharply  suddenly.  She  whispered,  “Do  you  see  it? 
Huddled  in  a  dark  corner  of  the  cave,  there  it  was.  It  was  a  tiny  brown  rabbit! 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 

Understanding  the  ward  histnrg  nl  “island”  wards 

The  Latin  word  for  island  is  insula. 

Read  the  following  words. 

•  peninsula  •  insular  •  insulate  •  insulin 

Underline  the  word  part  that  is  common  to  them  all. 

Using  knowledge  that  you  already  have  about  the  above  words  and  the  definitions  below, 
write  each  word  after  its  definition. 

1 .  inhabiting  or  situated  on  an  island  . 

2.  to  convert  into  an  island  or  to  separate  from  the  surroundings . 

3.  a  piece  of  land  that  is  almost  an  island . 


4.  a  drug  that  comes  from  islets  in  an  organ  of  the  body.  It  is  used  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes. 


Use  each  word  in  a  sentence  of  your  own  to  show  that  you  understand  its  meaning. 
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LEARNING  TO  PUNCTUATE 


Using  capitalization 

The  following  is  a  list  of  rules  about  using  capital  letters.  Read  the  list  carefully,  and  then  write  the 
capitalized  words  on  the  right  in  the  space  under  the  matching  rules.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you 


Use  a  capital  letter  to  begin: 

1 .  the  fi rst  word  of  a  sentence 

Monday,  Mary,  Viola,  Dr.,  The,  Manitoba 

Monday  is  New  Year’s  Day. 

2.  the  names  of  days,  months,  holidays 

Mary  and  1  batted  in  the  game. 

3.  the  names  of  persons,  initials,  titles 

Viola  Avenue  is  near  my  home. 

4.  the  names  of  streets,  highways 

The  Wind  in  the  Willows 

5.  the  word  / 

Dr.  A.  P.  Higgles  is  a  surgeon. 

6.  the  first,  last,  and  other  important 
words  in  a  title 

The  bat  is  warped. 

7.  geographical  names:  cities,  countries, 
provinces,  buildings,  etc. 

Manitoba  is  west  of  Ontario 

There  is  a  coded  message  in  the  following  group  of  sentences.  To  find  it,  circle  each  letter  that  should 
be  a  capital.  The  rules  given  above  will  help  you  to  decide  where  capital  letters  are  needed. 

1 .  ida  was  here  thursday. 

2.  hamilton  is  a  city  that  i  like. 

3.  His  initials  are  n.k. 

4.  you  said  that  in  October,  you  had  read  a  book  called  understanding  dogs. 

5.  is  doctor  venesky  here  today? 

6.  The  ems  river  is  not  in  the  yukon. 

7.  On  Wednesday  I  was  walking  along  ellis  lane  with  lois. 
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Write  your  circled  letters  in  order  in  the  blanks  below.  Then  you  should  be  able  to  read  the 
coded  message. 


Rewrite  the  sentences,  adding  any  capital  letters  that  are  needed. 


LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 

Using  noun  signals 

Circle  each  word  that  names  a  person,  place,  or  thing. 

1 .  The  boy  mailed  a  letter  to  his  friend. 

2.  The  letter  fell  into  the  mailbox. 

3.  There  a  vandal  tore  the  envelope  and  destroyed  the  letter. 

A  word  that  names  a  person,  place,  or  thing  is  called  a . 

A  noun  may  tell  about  one  person,  place,  or  thing,  or  it  may  tell  about  two  or  more  persons,  places 
or  things.  Circle  the  nouns  in  the  following  sentences. 

1 .  The  vandal  ripped  the  letter  to  shreds. 

2.  The  vandal  also  destroyed  a  magazine  and  an  almanac. 

3.  Officials  are  puzzled  about  whom  the  vandal  could  be. 

Look  back  at  the  underlined  words  in  the  sentences.  The  words  the,  a,  and  an  are  called  noun 
signals.  They  often  signal  that  a  noun  will  follow. 

How  can  you  tell  whether  a  word  is  a  noun?  One  way  is  to  use  it  in  a  phrase  such  as. 

the . 

Or 

a  . 

Or 

an  . 

Does  the  word  newspaper  make  sense  in  one  or  more  of  the  above  phrases? .  Is  the  wo 


typewriter  a  noun? .  How  do  you  know? 


To  solve  the  following  puzzle,  shade  in  the  spaces  that  contain  words  that  could  be  used  as  nouns. 
When  you  have  finished,  you  will  see  the  first  letter  of  the  mailbox  vandal  s  name. 


LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 

Using  common  and  proper  nouns 

Circle  each  word  or  phrase  that  names  a  person,  place,  or  thing. 

1.  Fred  mailed  a  letter  to  William. 

2.  Fred  mailed  the  letter  on  Corolla  Street  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

3.  Ms.  Pilkington  works  for  the  Halifax  Post  Office. 

4.  Ms.  Pilkington  found  that  a  vandal  had  destroyed  the  letter. 

What  difference  did  you  notice  between  nouns  like  letter  and  vandal  and  nouns  like  Fred, 
Corolla  Street,  Ms.  Pilkington? 


Nouns  that  name  particular  persons,  places,  or  things  are  called  proper  nouns.  Proper  nouns  begin 
with  capital  letters.  Nouns  that  do  not  begin  with  capital  letters  are  called  common  nouns. 

Circle  the  proper  and  common  nouns  in  the  following  sentences. 

1 .  Ms.  Pilkington  showed  the  letter  to  a  police  officer  called  Walter  Cootes. 

2.  Officer  Cootes  investigated  the  mystery. 

3.  The  vandal  in  the  mailbox  was  fifteen  centimetres  long. 

4.  The  vandal  had  brown  hair. 

5.  The  vandal  was  a  gerbil! 

6.  The  gerbil  had  escaped  from  a  cage  in  a  classroom  at  Springside  School. 

7.  Officer  Cootes  turned  the  gerbil  over  to  Cindy  Hill  and  Gordon  Giles,  two  students  from  the  school. 

8.  Mr.  Boucher,  the  teacher,  thanked  Officer  Cootes. 

Read  the  following  sentences.  Wherever  you  can,  replace  a  common  noun  with  a  proper  noun. 

The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  The  lady  from  the  post  office  called  for  a  police  officer. 

Ms.  Pilkington  called  for  Officer  Cootes. 


2.  Two  students  took  charge  of  the  vandal. 


3.  The  police  officer  was  glad  to  be  of  help. 


4.  It  was  a  great  relief  to  the  lady  from  the  post  office  when  the  crime  was  solved. 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Selecting  report  topics  and  questions 

The  topic  Transportation  is  too  broad  for  a  report.  Why  would  it  be  difficult  for  you  to  know  where 
to  begin  and  what  to  include  in  a  report  having  this  topic? 


You  can  change  the  above  broad,  general  topic  to  a  narrow,  specific  one.  For  example: 

•The  Invention  of  the  Bicycle 

•The  Use  of  Snowmobiles  in  the  Canadian  North 

•This  Year’s  New  Car  Models 

List  three  other  specific  report  topics  that  you  could  use. 


After  you  have  chosen  a  report  topic,  you  need  to  decide  what  you  want  to  tell  about  the  topic. 

One  way  of  doing  this  is  to  write  down  some  questions  that  you  would  like  your  report  to  answer. 

For  example,  if  your  report  were  on  the  topic  "The  Invention  of  the  Bicycle,  you  might  list  questions 
such  as  the  following: 

1.  When  was  the  bicycle  invented? 

2.  Who  invented  the  bicycle? 

3.  Where  was  the  bicycle  invented? 

4.  Why  was  the  bicycle  invented? 

5.  How  did  the  inventor  go  about  inventing  the  bicycle? 

Choose  two  of  the  topics  listed  above.  For  each  of  your  topics,  list  four  questions  that  you  would  want 
a  report  to  answer.  Useful  words  to  use  in  such  questions  are:  when,  who,  where,  why,  how,  what. 


Learning  to... 


Read  the  following  diary  entries.  Which  one  would  be  more  interesting  and  informative  to  reread  in 
six  months’  time? 


6,  /9<50 

f  ^  flhCucL  --4X  ^vCXJbcL  -XoyriJL  yOTC  sYYUxX$\s . 

XUjz/ktX  Xcr  at  .  XL£ie/iy  &chc*: r£>JuicL  xJUxir 

syYUUlXjLrtU^l  Au2£jOX/»^  tbTTLon/TyO^LT. 


St^nJJkjUUi^^  $&m,  J/vGaA^^^  xxAJ^^tyuxU^  . 

°Wjxs.  &jyyrvYYuyrb&  MouxL  MhjL  Mj^yuJuL  qjtvLm^ 

J  I  l/i  ■  .  a  1/^  i^il  ^  (/  [  s  i  ■- _ *1^  I  /  “t"  k.  Vi  ^  A  i 


.... 

<Vt-CUtAJPy  Ji jyi/lJL  ,AJL>C 


«A,  ^  \y  ^/^/v  >  ■>•  w-*  v.a-'  -%^/v/v  r  w  '—  -  .  -*  /I 

AC^U>C  JuuL  stfajb 
,Mfaruyafc£ouruAA£^ 


^cvricL  ^9-^xajZ AJnL 


yni^Jvt 


Mr. 


Mj-C  yCa/Y\j 


Notice  how  the  added  details  in  the  second  diary  entry  draw  all  of  the  facts  together.  The  second 
account  will  mean  far  more  to  the  writer  in  six  months  than  the  first  account.  Often,  we  feel  that  we 
will  remember  an  important  event  forever,  with  just  a  few  points  to  jog  our  memories.  We  are  surprised 
to  reread  those  few  points  and  find  that  they  mean  little  or  nothing  to  us. 
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Learning  to... 

Write  a  diary  entry  telling  how  you  would  feel  about  living  on  an  island.  Would  you  like  to  do  it  or  not’ 
Would  you  feel  excited  about  it?  scared?  bored? 

Write  your  diary  entry  on  the  lines  below.  Add  as  much  detail  as  you  can.  Use  sentence  variety  to 
make  your  diary  entry  more  interesting  to  reread  later.  Don’t  forget  to  begin  each  of  your  sentences 

with  a  capital  letter. 


4/Things 

Aren't  Always  What  They  Seem... 

LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Interviewing 

Sandra  wanted  to  find  out  about  prospecting  for  gold,  so  she  decided  to  interview  an  expert 
in  the  field.  She  wrote  down  the  following  topics  for  her  interview: 

•  Gold  rushes  around  the  World 

•  Equipment  and  Procedure  Used  in  Panning  for  Goid 

•  The  Lives  of  Famous  Prospectors  and  Miners 

Thinking  about  her  topics,  she  decided  that  two  of  them  were  too  general.  Cross  these  topics  out. 
Put  a  check  mark  beside  the  topic  that  is  specific  enough  for  an  interview. 

Once  Sandra  had  chosen  her  topic,  she  thought  about  different  people  she  could  interview: 

•  a  jeweller  who  lives  across  the  street 

•  a  retired  history  teacher  who  was  a  friend  of  her  uncle 

•  a  friend  who  had  read  some  books  about  lost  gold  mines 

•  a  mountain  guide  who  spent  all  his  spare  time  prospecting  for  gold 

Which  of  these  people  was  probably  the  most  suitable?  Put  a  check  mark  beside  the  description  • 
of  the  person. 

When  Sandra  had  decided  on  the  person  to  interview,  she  telephoned  him.  She  told  him  the  purpose 
of  the  interview  and  arranged  to  interview  him  at  ten  o’clock  the  following  Saturday  morning. 

To  prepare  herself  for  the  interview,  she  wrote  down  some  questions: 

•  Where  do  you  usually  go  to  look  for  gold?  •  Do  most  prospectors  still  use  gold  pans? 

•  Is  it  true  that  your  dog  once  saved  a  little  boy’s  life?  •  What  are  gold  pans  made  of? 

•  What  does  a  nugget  of  gold  look  like?  •  Do  you  like  being  interviewed? 

•  Do  you  use  any  chemicals  in  separating  the  gold  from  the  gravel  or  sand? 

When  Sandra  read  over  her  questions,  she  decided  that  two  of  them  should  be  omitted  because  they 
did  not  relate  to  the  topic.  Cross  out  these  two  questions. 

List  three  other  questions  that  would  be  suitable  for  Sandra  to  ask  in  her  interview. 
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The  following  rules  will  help  you  in  carrying  out  interviews  of  your  own. 


Rules  for  Interviewing 

1 .  Choose  a  specific  topic. 

2.  Choose  a  suitable  person  to  interview. 

3.  Prepare  a  list  of  questions.  Make  your  questions  brief,  clear,  and  to  the  point. 

4.  Arrange  the  interview  ahead  of  time. 

5.  Stick  to  the  topic  during  the  interview.  .  .  . 

6.  Take  notes  on  the  main  ideas.  If  a  tape  recorder  is  available,  record  the  conversation.  Be  sure  to  ask 
the  person’s  permission  first. 

7.  While  the  interview  is  still  fresh  in  your  mind,  use  your  notes  to  write  a  summary  of  what  you 
learned. 

Write  down  a  general  topic  that  you  would  like  to  find  more  information  about.  You  might  choose 
Interesting  Hobbies,  Teaching  as  a  Profession,  The  Medical  Profession,  or  you  might  like  to 
choose  a  topic  of  your  own. 

Now  suppose  you  are  going  to  interview  an  expert  on  the  subject  you  chose.  Write  a  specific  topic 
that  would  be  suitable  for  an  interview:  for  example,  if  you  had  chosen  Interesting  Hobbies,  you 
might  decide  to  find  out  about  silk  screening.  What  people  could  you  interview  about  your  topic? 
List  them  below  and  give  the  reasons  why  you  want  to  interview  them.  Then  check  the  name  of  the 
person  who  would  probably  be  the  most  suitable. 


Now  list  five  questions  that  you  could  ask  during  the  interview.  Make  sure  that  your  questions 
are  brief,  clear,  and  to  the  point. 


If  possible,  carry  out  your  interview.  Take  notes  and  then  share  your  information  with  the  class. 
Follow  the  steps  outlined  in  the  Rules  for  Interviewing. 
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LEARNING  TO  PUNCTUATE 

Using  colons 

in  writing  conversations  in  transcript  form 

Compare  the  following  two  ways  of  writing  conversation. 

1 .  “Where  do  you  usually  go  to  look  for  gold?’’  asked  Sandra. 

“I  usually  go  up  into  the  mountains,’’  replied  Mr.  Flett.  “I  usually  look  for  small  gravelly  streams.” 

2.  Sandra:  Where  do  you  usually  go  to  look  for  gold? 

Mr.  Flett:  I  usually  go  up  into  the  mountains.  I  usually  look  for  small  gravelly  streams. 

What  punctuation  marks  are  used  in  the  first  example? . 

What  do  we  call  groups  of  words  such  as  asked  Sandra  and  replied  Mr.  Flett? . 

Look  at  the  second  example.  Which  words  were  spoken  by  Sandra? 


by  Mr.  Flett? 


When  Sandra  interviewed  Mr.  Flett,  she  used  a  tape  recorder  to  record  the  conversation.  Later,  she 
listened  to  the  tape  and  wrote  down  what  had  been  said. 

In  a  written  transcript  such  as  the  one  Sandra  made,  each  speaker’s  name  is  given  just  before  the 
words  that  he  or  she  speaks.  A  punctuation  mark  called  a  colon  follows  the  name. 

Read  the  following  short  excerpt  from  Sandra’s  transcript. 

Sandra:  What  are  gold  pans  made  of? 

Mr.  Flett:  Most  of  them  are  made  of  sheet  iron. 

Sandra:  I  see.  Do  you  have  a  gold  pan  that  you  could  show  me? 

Rewrite  the  excerpt  in  the  form  that  we  usually  use  for  writing  conversation.  Be  sure  to: 

•  provide  the  necessary  tag  words 

•  use  quotation  marks  and  commas  where  necessary 

•  start  a  new  paragraph  each  time  a  different  person  starts  to  speak 
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Now  rewrite  the  following  in  transcript  form. 

“Your  gold  pan  looks  just  like  a  big  frying  pan,’’  said  Sandra. 
“That’s  right,”  replied  Mr.  Flett. 

“What  other  equipment  do  you  use?”  asked  Sandra 

“I  use  a  pickaxe  and  a  spade  to  dig  up  the  gravel,”  said  Mr.  Flett. 

“Why  do  you  wash  the  gravel  in  the  pan?”  asked  Sandra. 


Use  your  own  ideas  to  continue  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Flett  and  Sandra. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 

Using  subject  pronouns 
and  pronouns  in  the  predicate 

Read  the  five  sentences  on  the  left.  In  each  blank,  write  the  letter  that  stands  for  a  sentence  that 
gives  the  same  idea. 

1.  Phyllis  saw  Gordon .  a)  It  saw  her. 

2.  Gordon  saw  Phyllis  and  Amy .  b)  It  saw  them. 

3.  The  monster  saw  Amy  .  c)  She  saw  him. 

4.  Gordon  and  Phyllis  saw  the  monster .  d)  He  saw  them. 

5.  The  monster  saw  Gordon  and  Phyllis  .  e)  They  saw  it. 

In  sentence  #1 ,  what  word  replaces  the  noun  Gordon  ? .  What  word  takes  the 

place  of  the  noun  Phyllis'? . 

Now  look  at  the  sentence  that  matches  #4.  In  this  sentence,  what  word  replaces  the  noun  phrase 
the  monster? . 

What  do  we  call  a  word  that  replaces  a  noun  or  a  noun  phrase? 

Read  the  following  pairs  of  sentences  and  circle  the  pronouns. 

1 .  Karl  and  Arnie  visited  Lake  Okanagan. 

2.  They  saw  a  monster  in  the  water. 

He  was  fierce-looking. 

3.  Arnie  said  that  he  should  have  photographed  the  monster. 

“I  should  have  photographed  it,”  said  Karl. 

4.  ‘‘We  would  have  been  interviewed  by  the  local  media,”  said  Karl. 

5.  ‘‘Yes,”  replied  Arnie,  “they  would  have  wanted  to  talk  to  us.” 

6.  We  saw  a  lake  monster  called  Ogopogo. 

7. 1  will  tell  Jim  and  Bev  about  it. 

8.  They  will  tell  you  about  the  monster. 

9.  Karl  gave  me  the  field  glasses. 

1 0.  The  newspaper  reporters  showed  us  the  photographs. 

1 1 .  They  took  them  yesterday. 

List  the  pronouns  that  you  circled.  Beside  each,  write  the  noun  or  noun  phrase  that  it  replaces. 

The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  they  -  Karl  and  Arnie 

2 . 
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3  . 

4  . 

5  . 

6  . 

In  each  blank,  write  the  correct  pronoun. 

1  .Audrey  and . heard  a  story  about  Ogopogo.  (I,  me) 

2.  Some  early  settlers  were  taking  their  horses  across  the  lake  with . (they,  them) 

3.  Suddenly  one  man’s  wife  shouted  at . (he,  him) 

4 . said  that  a  snake-like  monster  was  dragging  the  horses  down  into  the  water. 

(she,  her) 

5.  The  story  frightened  Audrey  and . (I,  me) 

6 . would  still  like  to  see  the  monster  of  Lake  Okanagan!  (we,  us) 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  Audrey  and  I  wrote  our  own  story  about  a  lake  monster. 

•  The  story  is  ours. 

•  The  reporters  took  some  photographs  of  Ogopogo. 

•  The  photographs  are  theirs. 

Whose  story  is  it?  Circle  the  pronoun  that  tells  you.  Whose  photographs  are  they?  Circle  the 
pronoun  that  tells  you.  Pronouns  such  as  ours  and  theirs  show  possession.  They  are  called 
possessive  pronouns. 

Read  the  following  pairs  of  sentences.  For  each  blank,  choose  and  write  the  correct 
possessive  pronoun. 

•  mine  •  yours  •  his  •  hers  o  ours  •  theirs 
1 . 1  own  a  book  about  Canadian  monsters. The  book  is  . 

2.  Karl  saw  a  lake  monster.The  monster  sighting  was . 

3.  Sylvia  and  I  drew  a  picture  of  a  monster.The  picture  is . 

4.  Maybe  you  will  write  a  story  about  a  monster.  The  story  will  be  . 

5.  The  horses  belonged  to  the  settlers.  The  horses  were  . 

6.  Lucille  made  up  a  song  called  “The  Moody  Monster  Mash.”The  song  is . 

Rewrite  the  following  paragraph,  replacing  the  nouns  with  pronouns  wherever  possible.  Read  the 
paragraph  softly  to  yourself  as  you  work,  to  make  sure  your  changes  sound  right. 

Marci  and  Noam  were  very  busy.  Marci  and  Noam  had  decided  to  have  a  picnic  and  Marci  and 
Noam  were  packing  a  lunch.  Marci  and  Noam  had  taken  some  cold  chicken  out  of  the  fridge  and 
were  wrapping  the  chicken  up  and  putting  the  chicken  into  Marci  and  Noam’s  basket.  The  chicken 
looked  good.  The  basket  was  getting  full.  In  the  basket  were  rolls,  tomatoes,  lettuce  and  fruit.  “Noam 
and  Marci  get  so  hungry,”  said  Marci.  “Marci  and  Noam  needto  pack  lotsof  food.”  Marci  and  Noam 
thought  Marci  and  Noam  would  survive  on  this  amount  of  food  especially  since  Marci  and  Noam 
were  having  Marci  and  Noam’s  picnic  in  Marci  and  Noam’s  backyard. 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Understanding  the  difference  between  fact 
and  opinion 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  This  is  the  tool  that  the  thief  used  to  open  the  safe. 

•  This  is  probably  the  tool  that  the  thief  used  to  open  the  safe. 

Which  statement  tells  something  that  is  known  to  be  true? 

Which  statement  tells  something  that  someone  only  thinks  or  believes? 

A  statement  that  is  known  to  be  true  is  called  a  fact. 

A  statement  that  is  only  believed  or  thought  to  be  true  is  called  an  opinion. 

Opinions  often  contain  words  such  as:  believe,  might,  likely. 

Write  two  other  words  that  might  appear  in  statements  that  are  opinions . 

Read  the  following  sentences.  Write  fact  or  opinion  on  the  blank  following  each  sentence. 

1.  The  thief  came  in  through  the  secret  cellar  door . 

2.  Since  the  fingermarks  are  on  the  left  side  of  the  door,  it  is  likely  that  the  thief  was 

lefthanded . 

3.  The  thief  was  probably  a  woman  in  her  early  twenties . 

4.  Inspector  Gilbert  believes  that  the  thief  had  red  hair . 

5.  If  the  dog  hadn’t  been  deaf,  it  would  have  warned  the  family . 

Inspector  Gilbert  made  the  following  statements  of  opinion  about  the  case.  When  the  case  was 
solved,  his  opinions  all  proved  to  be  true.  Rewrite  each  of  his  statements  of  opinions  as  a  statement  of 
fact.  The  first  one  has  been  done  for  you. 

1 .  The  thief  may  have  visited  the  house  twice. 

The  thief  visited  the  house  twice. 


2.  It  is  likely  that  the  thief  knew  the  family. 


3. 1  feel  that  the  thief  may  have  fed  the  dog. 


4.  The  thief  might  have  used  a  credit  card  to  open  the  door. 


5. 1  suppose  the  thief  could  be  a  member  of  the  Brewster  Gang. 


6.  It  is  probable  that  the  thief  lived  in  the  area. 


Rewrite  the  following  facts  as  opinions.  The  first  one  has  been  done  for  you. 

1 .  The  thief  had  been  able  to  obtain  a  key  to  the  house. 

The  thief  may  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  key  to  the  house. 


2.  It  is  obvious  that  the  thief  had  made  friends  with  the  dog  previously. 


3.  The  thief  was  looking  for  money  and  jewels. 


4.  The  family  dog  was  familiar  with  the  thief. 


5.  The  family  encouraged  the  thief  by  leaving  expensive  equipment  unattended. 


6.  The  thief  will  be  apprehended  shortly. 


Write  two  fact  and  two  opinion  sentences  on  the  following  topics: 
•  Summer  Camp  •  Baseball 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 


Making  s  paragraph  outline 

Gina  decided  to  write  a  paragraph  on  the  topic  “How  To  Find  Information  About  UFO’s.”  Below  is  the 
outline  she  made  before  she  wrote  her  paragraph.  Read  her  outline  carefully. 

Topic  Sentence:  You  can  find  out  about  UFO’s  from  many  different  and  interesting  sources. 

Supporting  details:  1 .  start  by  looking  up  UFO’s  in  an  encyclopedia 

2.  look  in  library  for  books  about  UFO’s 

3.  write  to  newspapers  for  articles  about  UFO’s 

4.  write  to  your  nearest  UFO  Center 

Do  Gina’s  supporting  details  tell  about  her  topic  sentence?  . 

Add  two  more  details  to  Gina’s  plan. 

5  . 

6  . 

For  each  of  the  topics  below,  add  a  main  idea  to  make  a  topic  sentence.  Then  complete  a 
paragraph  outline  for  each  by  listing  at  least  four  details  to  support  your  topic  sentence. 

Superstitions 

Topic  Sentence: . 

Supporting  details:  1 . 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 

Dreams  and  Nightmares 

Topic  Sentence: . . 

Supporting  details:  1 . 

2 . . 

3  . 

4  . 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 

Giving  reasons 

Read  the  following  paragraph. 

It  is  interesting  to  put  a  seed  into  the  ground  and  see  the  little  sprout  a  few  days  later.  Once  the 
seedling  starts  to  grow,  it  seems  to  change  every  day.  This  gives  a  person  something  to  look  forward 
to.  When  the  little  plant  actually  starts  to  bloom,  it  seems  almost  like  a  miracle!  I  think  growing  plants 
is  a  lot  of  fun. 

What  is  the  topic  sentence  of  the  paragraph?  Underline  it. 

In  the  topic  sentence,  the  author  states  an  opinion.  What  reasons  does  the  paragraph  give  to  support 
this  opinion?  List  two  of  them  below. 


Add  a  reason  of  your  own  to  support  the  author’s  opinion 


Read  the  following  paragraph: 

It’s  fun,  it’s  good  exercise,  and  it’s  a  winter  or  summer  activity.  Those  are  some  of  the  reasons 
why  I  enjoy  swimming.  I  also  enjoy  the  experience  of  timing  myself  to  see  how  fast  I’m  swimming 
each  day  and  how  far  I  can  swim  before  I  feel  as  though  I  can’t  swim  another  stroke.  I  feel  really  great 
when  I  see  an  improvement! 

Underline  the  topic  sentence.  What  opinion  is  stated  in  it?  What  reasons  are  given  to  support  this 
opinion?  List  two  of  them  below. 


Each  of  the  following  statements  of  opinion  could  be  the  topic  sentence  of  a  paragraph.  List  three 
supporting  details  for  each. 

People  who  own  pets  should  look  after  them  properly. 

1 . 

2 . 


3. 
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I  think 


is  a  lot  of  fun. 


(Fill  in  the  blank  with  an  idea  of  your  own.  Then  list  your  reasons  below.) 
1 . 

2 . . 

3 . 


Choose  one  of  the  paragraph  outlines  that  you  completed. 

Use  the  outline  as  the  basis  for  a  paragraph  in  which  you  give  reasons  for  an  opinion. 
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Learning  to ••• 

Read  the  following  story  beginning. 

The  girls  had  just  finished  dinner  and  were  settled  around  the  campfire  when  they  saw  it.  A 
flowing,  saucer-shaped  object  slowly  sank  to  the  earth  not  more  than  10  m  from  where  they  sat. 
Then  a  hatch  snapped  open  at  the  front  of  the  craft,  and  a  strange  creature  slid  down  to  the  ground 
on  a  beam  of  orange  light.  No  one  spoke  or  moved  as  the  creature  started  to  walk  in  their  direction. 

Write  the  transcript  of  the  dialogue  that  occurs  between  the  girls  and  the  space  creature.  What 
questions  will  they  ask  each  other?  Remember  to  use  pronouns  in  your  transcript  to  avoid  repetition. 

Write  your  transcript  on  the  lines  below. 
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S/A Turn,  a  Twist,  and  a  Bend 

LEARNING  TO  BUILDING  PARAGRAPHS 

Writing  explanatory  paragraphs 

Read  the  following  paragraph.  Is  it  clear?  Does  it  include  enough  details  about  the  subject? 

Open  the  box  and  pour  some  into  a  pan.  Add  water  and  cook  it  on  the  stove.  Don’t  let  it  burn. 
After  a  while,  you’ll  be  ready  to  serve  this  delicious  dish. 

Now  read  the  following  paragraph.  It  is  a  different  version  of  the  one  above. 

This  breakfast  cereal  is  easy  to  cook.  Place  two  cups  of  the  cereal  into  a  saucepan.  Next  add 
375  mL  of  hot  water  and  stir  the  mixture  well.  Then  place  the  saucepan  over  a  low  heat  on  the 
stove  and  cook  for  twenty  minutes.  Stir  the  mixture  occasionally  to  prevent  scorching.  When  the 
mixture  thickens  and  comes  to  a  full,  rolling  boil  it  is  ready  to  serve. 

Why  is  the  second  paragraph  better  than  the  first? . 

Write  the  topic  sentence  on  the  lines  below.  In  point  form,  add  the  supporting  details.  Look  back  at 
the  first  paragraph.  Could  you  write  its  topic  sentence  and  supporting  details?  Why  or  why  not? 


Read  the  following  recipe  for  a  breakfast  treat  that  can  be  baked  over  a  campfire. 

Campfire  Jamdogs 

500  mL  biscuit  mix  Stir  together  biscuit  mix  and  milk.  Divide  dough  into  about 

125  mL  milk  12  pieces.  Roll  each  piece  into  a  strip  and  wind  it  around  the 

several  sticks  about  a  metre  long  end  of  a  stick  to  form  a  sort  of  tube.  Hold  the  other  end  of  the 
jam  stick  and  bake  the  jamdog  over  the  campfire.  Turn  often. 

When  done,  fill  with  jam  and  eat. 

Rewrite  the  recipe  in  the  form  of  a  one-paragraph  article  for  a  campfire  newspaper.  Be  sure  to  make 
your  paragraph  clear  and  complete  enough  so  that  campers  can  easily  follow  your  directions  and 
make  jamdogs.  Remember  to  use  a  topic  sentence.  If  necessary,  use  another  sheet  of  paper. 
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The  following  sentences  could  be  used  to  write  a  paragraph  about  making  wax  casts  of  animal  tracks 
in  the  snow.  However,  the  sentences  are  not  in  order.  Finish  numbering  them  from  1  to  5  to  show  how 
you  would  arrange  them  in  a  paragraph. 


Take  the  melted  wax  outdoors  and  pour  a  very  thin  layer  into  a  track. 


1  It  is  interesting  to  maxe  permanent  casts  of  animal  tracks  in  the  snow. 

When  the  liquid  wax  touches  the  snow,  it  will  freeze  without  melting  the  animal  track. 

First,  have  an  adult  help  you  to  melt  some  candle  stubs  or  a  chunk  of  paraffin  in  a  pan 
on  the  stove. 

. You  can  then  carefully  lift  off  the  wax  “cast”  and  take  it  inside,  where  it  will  provide  a  lasting 

record  of  the  animal  track. 

Why  is  the  order  of  sentences  so  important  in  an  explanatory  paragraph? 


Do  you  know  how  to  use  waxed  paper  to  protect  and  preserve  autumn  leaves?  Study  the  following 
pictures  to  find  out  how. 


54 


Write  a  paragraph  to  explain  the  process  shown  in  the  pictures  or,  if  you  wish,  write  a  paragraph 
to  explain  one  of  the  following  processes: 


•  making  a  "snow  angel” 

•  building  a  snow  house 

•  building  a  snow  fort 

•  cutting  snowflake  patterns  from  paper 

•  making  a  picture  using  autumn  leaves 


Be  sure  to  arrange  your  sentences  in  an  order  that  will  be  clear  and  easy  to  follow. 


Underline  the  topic  sentence  in  your  paragraph. 
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Read  the  following  paragraph  and  notice  the  underlined  words. 


It  is  not  hard  to  make  a  turtle  out  of  flat  stones.  First  find  an  oval-shaped  stone  for  the  body.  Then 
gather  smaller  stones  to  form  the  four  feet,  the  head,  and  the  tail.  After  you  have  gathered  the  stones, 
use  a  strong  glue  to  glue  them  into  the  shape  of  a  turtle.  Finally,  you  may  wish  to  paint  on  a  mouth, 
eyes,  and  other  details.  You  now  have  an  attractive  stone  turtle. 


Words  such  as  first,  after,  and  finally  are  called  time-sequence  words. 
Time-sequence  words  are  used  in  explanation  to  organize  details  in  proper  order. 


Write  the  other  time-sequence  words  used  in  the  above  paragraph 


Rewrite  the  following  explanatory  paragraph  about  growing  bean  sprouts.  Add  time-sequence 
words  to  make  the  paragraph  smoother,  clearer,  and  easier  to  follow.  Some  time-sequence  words 

that  you  might  use  are: 


last 

next 

then 


now  as 

after  at  last 

before  when 


soon  finally 

later  first 

during  while 


You  can  make  your  own  bean  sprouts.  Get  some  beans  or  lentils.  Cover  them  with  water  and  soak 
them  overnight.  Drain  the  water  off.  Put  the  beans  into  a  big  jar  with  a  wide  mouth.  Stretch  a  piece  of 
cheesecloth  or  other  thin  material  over  the  mouth  of  the  jar.  Use  a  heavy  rubber  band  to  hold  it  in 
place.  Set  the  jar  into  a  warm  cupboard.  Rinse  the  beans  with  lukewarm  water  three  times  a  day, 
pouring  the  water  off  each  time.  It  will  take  four  or  five  days  for  your  bean  sprouts  to  grow.  You  can  eat 
them  as  they  are  or  use  them  in  recipes. 


S' 
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Now,  write  your  own  paragraph  using  time-sequence  words.  Write  about  one  of  the  following  topics 
or  choose  a  topic  of  your  own. 

•  Caring  for  a  Dog 

•  Planting  a  Vegetable  Garden 

Underline  yourtopic  sentence.  Make  sure  all  your  supporting  sentences  belong  in  the  paragraph. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


Read  the  following  sentences. 


•  The  rhinoceros  jumped  into  the  cardboard  box.  •  The  dingbat  flew  into  the  cave. 

•  Now  the  rhinoceros  is  in  the  cardboard  box.  •  The  dingbat  is  in  the  cave. 

Which  sentence  tells  about  the  rhinoceros  moving  from  the  outside  to  the  inside  of  the  box? 
Which  sentence  tells  about  the  dingbat  moving  from  the  outside  to  the  inside  of  the  cave? 

In  sentences  like  these,  we  use  the  preposition  into. 

When  someone  or  something  is  already  located  inside  something  else  we  use  the  preposition  in. 
Choose  and  write  the  correct  preposition  for  each  sentence. 

1.  The  onion  slice  fell  from  the  frying  pan . the  fire,  (in,  into) 


2.  Is  there  a  bear . the  tent?  (in,  into) 

3.  Belinda  jumped . the  pool,  (in,  into) 

4.  The  kitten  sits . the  basket,  (in,  into) 

5.  They  had  to  go . another  classroom,  (in,  into) 


Now  read  the  following  sentences. 

•  The  rhinoceros  sat  among  the  waterlilies. 

•  The  rhinoceros  sat  between  the  lion  and  the  mouse. 

Were  there  more  than  two  waterlilies  ? .  How  do  you  know? . 

In  sentences  like  this,  we  use  the  preposition  among  to  relate  an  object  to  several  other  things. 

Besides  the  rhinoceros,  how  many  animals  were  there?  In  sentences  like  this,  we  use  the  preposition 
between  to  relate  an  object  to  only  two  other  things. 

Choose  and  write  the  correct  preposition  for  each  sentence.  ( between ,  among) 

1 .  Reuben  sat . his  mother  and  his  father. 

2.  Let’s  keep  this  secret . you  and  me. 

3.  We  divided  the  pie  equally . the  six  of  us. 

4.  The  province  of  Alberta  sits . Saskatchewan  and  British  Columbia. 


5.  What  is  the  rhinoceros  doing 


all  those  elephants? 


Read  the  following  sentences.  How  does  the  underlined  word  affect  the  meaning  of  each  sentence? 


The  lion  in  the  poster  The  lion  on  the  poster  The  lion  with  the  poster 

stared  at  us.  stared  at  us.  stared  at  us. 


Where  is  the  lion  in  the  first  sentence?  in  the  second?  in  the  third  sentence? 

Words  such  as  in,  on,  and  with  tell  about  the  location  or  position  of  one  thing  in  relation  to  another. 
Such  words  are  called  prepositions. 

Each  of  the  following  groups  of  words  contains  an  underlined  preposition.  Unscramble  each  group 
of  words  to  write  a  sentence  that  makes  sense.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  kittens  on  ate  the  the  their  floor  dinner  The  kittens  ate  their  dinner  on  the  floor 


2.  the  soup  Helen  for  some  family  made . 

3.  chicken  we  oven  put  the  into  the . 

4.  ate  the  at  we  in  restaurant  village  the . 

5.  among  the  lion  stood  the  posters . 

Write  six  sentences  of  your  own,  using  the  prepositions  in,  an,  with,  into,  among,  and  between. 
Exchange  your  sentences  with  a  classmate  to  see  if  he  or  she  feels  you  have  used  the  prepositions 
correctly. 
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6/1  Dig! 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 

Using  particular  terms  in  particular  subject  areas 

Words  often  have  more  than  one  meaning.  To  one  person,  a  spade  might  mean  a  type  of  playing 
card.  To  an  archaeologist,  a  spade  might  mean  a  type  of  digging  tool. 

Read  the  sentences  below,  noting  the  underlined  word.  Each  word  is  used  as  an  archaeologist  might 
use  it.  On  the  line  below,  write  a  sentence  using  the  word  in  a  meaning  with  which  you  are  familiar. 

1 .  “We  had  a  successful  dig  today,”  said  the  archaeologist  as  he  showed  his  friends  the 
pieces  of  pottery. 


2.  “I  must  catalogue  these  arrowheads  right  away.  The  museum  will  want  a  list  describing  these 
items,  and  I’ll  need  one  too,  to  keep  things  in  order.” 


3.  This  summer  the  team  discovered  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  temple.  Weather,  wind,  and  time  had 
worn  down  this  once  magnificent  temple.  Now  a  few  walls  remained  standing,  and  the  rest  of  the 
temple  was  only  a  pile  of  stones. 


Read  these  sentences  below,  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each.  These  words  have  a  special 
meaning  to  a  scientist  such  as  an  archaeologist.  Use  a  dictionary  to  find  out  what  these  meanings  are 
and  write  the  meanings  on  the  line  provided. 

1 .  This  record  has  sold  a  million  copies. 


2.  Dad  made  a  layer  cake  the  other  day,  and  it  was  delicious. 


3.  “I  find  this  movie  very  boring,”  whispered  Sal. 


4.  “I’ll  ask  my  mummy  to  help  us,”  said  the  little  boy  to  his  friend. 


LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Finding  and  using  key  words 

for  report  research  notes 

David  is  writing  a  report  called  “Creatures  from  Outer  Space.”  He  found  some  information  in  an 
encyclopedia.  He  took  notes  on  the  material.  Read  the  following  paragraph  from  the  encyclopedia. 
Then  compare  it  with  the  notes  that  David  made. 

Information  Found 

There  have  been  all  sorts  of  descriptions  of  what  “humanoids,”  or  creatures  from  outer  space, 
look  like.  Some  people  describe  them  as  looking  exactly  like  us.  Others  say  they  resemble  monkeys, 
or  have  large,  pumpkin-shaped  heads.  A  few  creatures  are  said  to  walk  sideways.  Some  supposedly 
float,  while  others  fly  through  the  air. 


Notes  Taken 

-  many  descriptions  of  humanoids  -  look  like  monkeys,  or  have  pumpkin-shaped  heads 

-  said  to  look  like  us  -  walk  sideways,  float,  or  fly 

David  used  some  of  the  words  from  the  encyclopedia  in  his  notes.  Notice  that  he  used  only  the  key, 
important  words  and  kept  his  notes  as  short  as  possible.  For  example,  instead  of  the  sentence: 
There  have  been  all  sorts  of  descriptions  of  what  “humanoids,”  or  creatures  from  outer  space,  look 
like,  he  wrote  the  brief  note:  many  descriptions  of  humanoids 

What  two  key  words  did  he  use  from  the  original  sentence?  Underline  them. 

What  one  word  did  he  use  instead  of  the  expression  all  sorts  of?  (circle  it) 

The  following  sentences  are  the  kind  that  you  might  find  in  an  encyclopedia,  textbook,  or  other 
reference  book.  Underline  the  key  words  in  each.  Then  summarize  each  one  in  a  brief  note. 

The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  An  engineer  named  Nicholas  Cugnot,  in  1769,  built  an  automobile  that  was  powered  by  steam. 

- 1769  -  Nicholas  Cugnot  built  steam  auto 


2.  Jean  Talon,  who  lived  from  1625  to  1694,  did  a  great  deal  for  New  France  and  is  known  as  the 
greatest  Intendant  of  the  colony. 


3.  Trees  are  woody  plants  at  least  four  and  a  half  metres  tall,  with  thick  stems  and  crowns  that  are 
well-developed. 
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4.  “The  Ark”  at  Spry  Point,  Prince  Edward  Island,  is  an  experimental  “bioshelter,”  or  house,  that  is 
completely  powered  by  the  wind  and  heated  by  the  sun. 


5.  Heritage  Park  at  Vegreville,  Alberta,  features  a  giant  aluminum  “Easter  egg”  that  was  made  to 
honor  the  Ukrainian  settlers  of  the  area. 


Read  the  following  paragraph.  As  you  read,  underline  the  key  words,  then  make  brief  notes  on  the 
paragraph,  using  the  key  words.  (The  first  key  words  have  been  underlined  for  you.) 

Information  Found  in  .  . . 

The  city  of  Hamilton,  Ontario  provides  a  great  deal  for  the  tourist  to  see  and  do.  The  large  harbor, 
spanned  by  the  majestic  Burlington  Skyway,  hosts  interesting  ships  from  many  countries  of  the 
world  The  city's  two  steel  mills  may  be  toured.  Hamilton  Place,  an  impressive  cultural  centre, 
features  the  best  in  live  theatre  and  concert  entertainment.  Tourists  who  are  interested  in  seeing 
a  charming  old-fashioned  building  will  want  to  visit  the  city's  historic  Dundurn  Castle. 

Notes  Taken 


v, 

1 1 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Taking  research  notes  for  reports 


Georgia  is  doing  research  for  a  short  report  called  “The  Early  History  of  the  Automobile.”  In  a 
reference  book  she  found  the  following  article.  While  reading  it,  she  thought  about  how  it  might 
answer  her  three  questions: 

1 .  Who  invented  the  automobile? 

2.  What  were  the  first  automobiles  like? 

3.  How  did  people  react  to  the  invention  of  the  automobile? 

She  decided  to  write  each  question  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  As  she  read  the  article  again,  she 
would  make  her  notes,  arranging  them  under  the  question  headings  where  they  seemed  to  fit. 

Read  the  article.  Underline  the  key  words  in  each  paragraph,  keeping  the  research  questions  in 
mind.  Then  finish  Georgia’s  notes. 

The  Automobile  -  Weird  and  Wonderful  Beginnings 

/ 

It  is  impossible  to  say  that  any  one  person  invented  the  automobile.  Many  individuals  in  different 
countries  at  different  times  contributed  to  its  invention.  These  pioneers  often  worked  under 
discouraging  conditions.  Often  they  were  ridiculed  and  sometimes  they  were  involved  in 
dangerous  accidents. 

The  first  use  of  an  automobile  took  place  in  1769.  Nicholas  Cugnot,  a  French  engineer,  built  an 
awkward  three-wheeled  vehicle  that  was  powered  by  steam.  However,  Cugnot’s  carriage  had  a 
short  career.  During  a  trial  run  it  went  out  of  control  and  crashed  into  a  wall. 

In  1804  an  American  named  Oliver  Evans  built  a  steam-powered  boat  that  was  equipped  with 
wheels  for  travel  on  land.  One  day  Evans  drove  his  strange  looking  vehicle  around  town.  He  was 
hoping  that  some  rich  people  might  take  an  interest  and  help  finance  him  in  manufacturing  steam 
vehicles.  Instead,  however,  the  people  of  the  town  only  ridiculed  him. 

Several  people  started  buying  steam-powered  cars  in  England.  Reaction  to  these  vehicles  was 
negative  at  first.  People  in  horse-drawn  carriages  resented  the  noisy  contraptions.  Farmers  disliked 
them.  Highway  operators  complained  about  damage  done  to  the  roads.  Finally,  in  1831,  Parliament 
passed  a  series  of  laws  regarding  the  automobile.  One  of  these  laws,  the  Red  Flag  Act,  required 
that  a  person  with  a  red  flag  walk  ahead  of  any  “road  locomotive.”  The  flagperson  was  to  warn 
people  of  the  dangerous  vehicle  which  might  be  traveling  at  the  unheard-of  speed  of  fifteen  miles 
per  hour  (25  km/h). 

1 .  Who  invented  the  automobile? 

-  impossible  to  say  who  invented  auto 
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2.  What  were  the  first  automobiles  like? 

-  awkward  three-wheeled  steam-powered  vehicle  - 1769 


3.  How  did  people  react  to  the  invention  of  the  automobile? 

-  ridiculed  Oliver  Evans’ vehicle  . 


r 

c 

\ 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Writing  a  report  from  research  notes 


Look  back  at  the  notes  that  you  completed.  Each  page  of  notes  could  be  used  to  write  a 
paragraph  in  a  report  called  “The  Early  History  of  the  Automobile.” 

Write  a  suitable  topic  sentence  for  each  paragraph.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  The  automobile  wasn’t  invented  by  one  person;  several  people  helped  in  its  development. 

2 . 


3 


Use  the  three  topic  sentences  to  write  a  three-paragraph  report  called  “The  Early  History 
of  the  Automobile.” 
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LEARNING  TO  COMBINE  SENTENCES 

Using  the  connectives  and,  but,  and  or 
in  compound  sentences 

Read  the  following  sentences  softly  to  yourself. 

•  Jack  Spratt  could  eat  no  fat. 

His  wife  could  eat  no  lean. 

•  Jack  Spratt  could  eat  no  fat,  and  his  wife  could  eat  no  lean. 

What  is  the  effect  of  the  first  two  sentences?  How  does  it  change  when  the  sentences  are  joined? 
What  is  the  effect  of  joining  the  sentences? 

How  were  the  first  two  sentences  combined  to  form  the  third  sentence?  Circle  the  word  that 
joins  them. 


Now  read  the  following  groups  of  sentences  softly  to  yourself.  In  the  third  sentence  of  each  group, 
circle  the  word  that  joins  the  first  two. 

1.  Mary  had  a  little  lamb. 

Its  fleece  was  white  as  snow. 

Mary  had  a  little  lamb,  and  its  fleece  was  white  as  snow. 

2.  They  tried  to  put  Humpty  Dumpty  together  again. 

They  did  not  succeed. 

They  tried  to  put  Humpty  Dumpty  together  again,  but  they  did  not  succeed. 

3.  Did  the  cow  jump  over  the  moon? 

Did  the  little  dog  jump  over  the  moon? 

Did  the  cow  jump  overthe  moon,  or  did  the  little  dog  jump  over  the  moon? 

Connectives  (joining  words)  such  as  and,  but,  and  or  are  often  used  to  join  two  or  more  simple 
sentences.  The  joined  or  combined  sentence  is  called  a  compound  sentence.  Compound  sentences 
often  make  our  written  thoughts  flow  more  smoothly  and  improve  the  sound  of  our  written  work. 

In  examples  such  as  the  above,  however,  they  spoil  the  rhythm  that  isbuiltupinthe  shorter  sentences. 
Listen  to  the  sound  of  the  words  and  sentences  you  write  to  make  sure  that  you  are  combining 
sentences  appropriately. 

Complete  the  following  compound  sentences  by  adding  one  of  the  following  connectives: 
and,  but,  or. 

1 .  The  little  dog  laughed  to  see  such  sport . the  dish  ran  away  with  the  spoon. 

2.  Did  the  fox  run  up  the  clock, . did  the  mouse  run  up  the  clock? 

3.  The  clock  struck  one, . the  rest  escaped  without  injury. 


4.  We  can  work  hard  like  the  ant, 


we  can  fiddle  away  ourtime  like  the  grasshopper. 


LEARNING  TO  PUNCTUATE 


UsiNq  commas  wkh  tUe  connectives  ancI,  birr,  ancJ  or 

Read  the  following  compound  sentences. 

•  One  ship  was  the  Codseeker,  and  the  other  was  the  Mary  Lou. 

•  Roses  are  red,  but  violets  aren’t  really  blue. 

•  We  could  walk,  or  we  could  take  the  sea  bus. 

Circle  the  connective  in  each  sentence.  Now  read  the  sentences  aloud.  What  happens  to  your  voice 
just  before  each  connective? . 

What  punctuation  mark  shows  this? . 

Commas  are  often  used  before  connectives  in  compound  sentences. 

Add  commas  where  they  are  needed  in  the  following  sentences. 

•  Ken’s  shirt  is  red  but  Bob’s  is  green. 

•  We  could  eat  our  lunch  here  or  we  could  take  it  outdoors. 

•  One  clown  spoke  in  rhymes  and  the  other  one  always  bumped  into  things. 

Combine  the  following  pairs  of  sentences,  using  the  connectives  and,  but,  or.  Put  a  comma  before 
each  connective.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 . 1  visited  Manitoba  several  times. 

Once  I  spent  a  week  in  New  Brunswick. 

I  visited  Manitoba  several  times,  and  once  I  spent  a  week  in  New  Brunswick. 

2.  Shall  we  walk  to  the  park? 

Shall  we  ride  our  bicycles? 


3. 1  called  them  twice. 
They  did  not  answer. 


4.  Brad  knocked  on  the  huge  oak  door. 
A  tall  dark-haired  woman  opened  it. 
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5.  We  could  go  to  visit  Rita  now. 
We  could  wait  until  tomorrow. 


6.  We  were  going  to  camp  this  summer. 
The  campgrounds  were  all  filled  up. 


7. 1  bought  myself  a  coat. 

I  got  some  books  for  Jane. 


8.  They  said  we  could  buy  the  furniture. 
We  could  use  the  money  to  buy  a  car. 


9.  You  could  have  come  with  us. 
You  said  you’d  rather  stay  home. 


\ 

10.  Bring  an  apple  for  me. 

Bring  a  pear  for  Allan. 
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Learning  to.,. 


Look  at  the  cartoons  on  this  page.  Choose  one  cartoon,  and  use  it  to  write  a  story  beginning.  Will 
your  beginning  tell  about  the  main  character  of  your  story?  Will  it  tell  about  the  time  and  place  of  your 
story?  Will  you  get  the  reader  right  into  the  action  of  your  story?  Use  another  sheet  of  paper. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 


Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  I  tore  down  the  hill  on  my  bicycle. 

•  I  rode  down  the  hill  on  my  bicycle. 

What  is  the  action  word  in  the  first  sentence?  Circle  it. 

What  is  the  action  word  in  the  second  sentence?  Circle  it. 

An  action  word  is  called  a . 

Read  the  two  sentences  again.  Which  verb  do  you  prefer?  Why? 


Now  read  the  following  sentences. 

•  The  wheels  spun  crazily. 

•  The  wheels  spun  quickly. 

In  the  first  sentence,  what  word  tells  how  the  wheels  spun?  Circle  the  word. 

In  the  second  sentence,  what  word  tells  how  the  wheels  spun?  Circle  the  word. 

A  word  that  gives  more  information  about  a  verb  is  called  an  adverb. 

Read  the  two  sentences  again.  Which  adverb  is  more  interesting  and  descriptive?  Put  a  check  mark 
beside  it. 

Now  read  the  following  sentences. 

•  There  was  a  cold  wind  blowing  from  the  north. 

•  There  was  a  raw  wind  blowing  from  the  north. 

In  the  first  sentence,  what  word  tells  what  kind  of  wind  it  was?  Circle  the  word. 

In  the  second  sentence,  what  word  tells  what  kind  of  wind  it  was?  Circle  the  word. 

A  word  that  gives  more  information  about  a  noun  is  called  an . 

Read  the  two  sentences  again.  Which  adjective  is  more  interesting  and  descriptive?  Put  a  check 
mark  beside  it. 

Write  a  descriptive  verb,  adverb,  or  adjective  in  each  of  the  following  sentences.  Choose  from  the  list 
below.  The  same  words  may  be  used  to  solve  the  crossword  puzzle.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 
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1 .  The  fork  clattered  to  the  floor,  (verb  -  2  across) 


2.  The  raven  had  a . voice,  (adjective  -  A  down) 

3.  “I  could  sit  here  by  the  fireplace  all  evening,”  said  Kirsten . (adverb  -4  across) 


4.  The  baby . with  delight  when  she  saw  the  fluffy  little  rabbit,  (verb  -  D  down) 

5.  The  audience  was . by  the  singer’s  beautiful  voice,  (adjective  -3  across) 

6.  Their  coat  of  arms  is . and  gold,  (adjective  -  B  down) 

7.  The  little  wren  was . defending  its  nest  against  the  bigger  birds. 

(adverb  -  E  down) 


8.  If  you  are  not  satisfied,  we  will . refund  your  money,  (adverb  - 1  across) 


9.  The  racing  car 


along  the  track,  (verb  -  C  down) 


10.  Did  you  hear  the  waiter 
(verb  -  F  down) 


when  the  rancher  ordered  a  glass  of  “cow  juice?” 


dreamily 

loud 

laugh 

snicker 

roared 

went 

fell 

clattered 

squealed 

gamely 


drove 

spellbound 

happily 

hoarse 

red 

cheerfully 

scarlet 

bravely 

interested 

sleepily 


Remember:  good  descriptive  language  makes  your  writing  more  effective. 


LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 

Using  conflict  between  people  and  animals 

Read  the  following  story  beginning. 

The  Ottway  family  kept  their  skates  and  ski  boots  in  a  closet  in  the  basement.  One  December 
morni ng  Myron  Ottway  went  down  to  get  his  skates.  Oh,  no!  he  exclaimed.  A  mouse  has  made 
a  nest  in  the  toe  of  my  left  skate.”  Then  he  pulled  out  his  brother’s  ski  boots.  Sure  enough,  he  could 
see  that  mice  had  been  gnawing  at  the  laces. 

The  struggle  or  conflict  in  the  story  is  between  people  and  animals. 

Name  each  person  in  the  story . 

What  animals  are  involved  in  the  story? . 

What  is  the  conflict  about?  . 


Now  read  the  following  two  story  beginnings.  Answer  the  questions  that  follow  each  one. 

Wi  I  la  had  ridden  some  mean  horses  in  her  life,  but  she  had  never  even  seen  a  horse  as  mean 
as  Gruesome.  One  look  into  his  evil  yellow  eyes  struck  terror  to  her  heart. 

The  conflict  in  this  story  is  between . 

Name  the  person  . 

Name  the  animal  . 

What  is  the  conflict  about?  . 


By  the  time  Jeff  and  Linda  discovered  Tabby’s  kittens  in  the  hayloft,  they  were  as  wild  as  little 
tigers.  Every  time  anyone  came  near  them,  they  started  to  hiss  and  spit.  Though  Tabby  liked  to  be 
petted,  her  kittens  would  dart  away  whenever  anyone  tried  to  touch  them.  '  Let’s  try  to  tame  them, 
said  Linda  to  her  brother. 

The  conflict  in  this  story  is  between . 

Name  the  people  . 

Name  the  animals  . 

What  is  the  conflict  about? . 
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Why  do  authors  use  conflict  in  their  stories?  On  the  lines  below,  write  two  orthree  reasonsforthe  use 
of  conflict. 


Choose  one  of  the  three  story  beginnings.  What  do  you  think  will  happen  in  the  story?  How  will  the 
conflict  finally  be  resolved?  Write  a  short  paragraph  in  which  you  explain  your  ideas. 


Remember:  well-developed  conflict  situations  make  your  stories  more  interesting  and  exciting. 
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LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 


Using  fipstpepscw  and  IhWpepscti 

points  of  view  in  narration 


What  is  happening  in  the  following  picture? 


a)  The  boy  at  the  desk  is  called  Roy.  The  boy  in  bed  is  Tom.  Write  three  or  four  sentences  explaining 
what  is  happening.  In  your  sentences  use  the  proper  nouns  Roy  and  Tom.  You  may  also  wish 
to  use  some  of  the  following  pronouns:  he,  him,  his,  they,  them,  their. 


b)  Now  pretend  that  you  are  the  boy  in  bed.  Write  three  or  four  sentences  explaining  what  is 
happening  from  your  point  of  view.  Use  the  pronouns  I,  me,  and  my.  You  may  also  wish 
to  use  other  pronouns,  as  well  as  the  proper  noun  Roy. 
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Look  back  at  your  first  group  of  sentences.  Were  you  pretending  to  be  somebody  inside  or  outside 
the  story  as  you  wrote  the  sentences? 

Now  look  at  your  second  group  of  sentences.  Were  you  telling  the  story  from  the  point  of  view 
of  somebody  inside  the  story  or  outside  the  story? 

Someone  who  is  outside  the  story  is  called  a  third  person. 

When  a  person  tells  the  story  from  outside  we  say  that  the  story  is  told  from  the  third-person 
point  of  view. 


Write  the  letter  of  the  sentences  you  wrote  in  the  third  person  . 

When  the  story  is  told  from  the  point  of  someone  inside  the  story,  we  say  that  it  is  told  from  a 
first-person  point  of  view. 


Write  the  letter  of  the  sentences  you  wrote  in  the  first  person . 

Each  of  the  following  sentences  is  from  a  different  story. 

After  each,  write  either  first-person  point  of  view  or  third-person  point  of  view.  The  first  one 
is  done  for  you. 

1 . 1  got  up  early  on  the  morning  of  July  27,  and  the  first  thing  I  thought  of  was  that  today 
was  my  birthday. 

first-person  point  of  view 

2. 1  never  should  have  left  my  fingerprints  on  the  door  of  the  safe;  that  was  my  first  mistake. 


3.  He  was  a  lean  and  lanky  fellow,  rather  loosely  put  together. 


4.  There  was  a  light  mist  rising  from  the  river  valley  as  Caroline  and  Anna  quickly  made  their 
way  downtown. 


5. 1  can  truly  say  that  I  had  never  before  seen  a  horse  as  mean-looking  as  Gruesome. 


6.  Their  ship  set  sail  on  a  misty  morning  in  May. 


Now  look  at  the  following  picture. 


The  girl  on  the  left  with  the  shorter  hair  is  called  Peg. 

The  girl  on  the  right  with  the  longer  hair  is  called  Vera.  . 

The  dog  is  called  Slouch.  Write  three  or  four  sentences  explaining  what  is  happening  in  the  picture 
Write  your  sentences  from  the  third-person  point  of  view.  What  pronouns  will  you  use’ 


Now  pretend  that  you  are  one  of  the  three  characters  in  the  picture.  Will  you  choose  to  be  Peg,  Vera, 
or  Slouch? 

Write  three  or  four  sentences  explaining  what  is  happening. 

You  will  be  writing  from  a  first-person  point  of  view.  What  pronouns  will  you  use? 


Learning  #©... 

Read  the  paragraph  below. 

All  his  life  Peter  had  loved  horses.  He  read  horse  stories,  drew  countless  pictures  of  horses,  and 
even  dreamed  about  horses  at  night.  For  his  birthday  his  grandfather  had  given  him  two  months  of 
riding  lessons  at  a  nearby  stable.  Peter  was  so  excited  that  he  felt  he  would  burst.  His  whole  world 
turned  black  when  his  father  had  said,  “Peter,  I  think  you’re  too  young  for  riding  lessons.  Let’s  wait 
another  year  until  you  are  stronger.” 

The  conflict  in  this  story  is  between  two  people.  Who  are  they? . 

What  is  the  conflict  about?  . 

Read  the  situations  below.  Name  the  people  who  are  in  conflict  in  each  situation,  and  tell  what  their 
conflict  is  about. 

•  “There’s  no  way  a  young  kid  like  you  is  going  to  enter  that  rodeo,”  said  Pam’s  older  brother. 

“You  can  break  every  bone  in  your  body.” 

“You’re  not  going  to  stop  me,”  cried  Pam.  “I  know,  I  just  know  I  can  win!” 


•  “We’re  going  to  have  to  trap  that  wild  stallion.  He’s  stolen  too  many  horses  from  our  own  herd,” 
said  Jim’s  father. 

“But  Dad,”  pleaded  Jim,  “he’s  too  wild  and  beautiful  to  be  locked  up  in  a  corral.  He  has  to  be 
free  -  he  just  has  to  be  left  free.” 


Choose  one  of  the  situations  above.  Think  about  what  will  happen  and  what  the  people  will  do  in  the 
situation.  How  will  the  conflict  be  solved?  Will  it  be  solved?  Continue  the  story  by  telling  your  reader 
what  happens  in  the  conflict  between  the  two  people.  You  will  be  using  the  third-person  point  of 
view.  How  can  you  use  it  in  the  best  possible  way?  What  descriptive  language  can  you  add  to  improve 
the  reader’s  understanding  of  your  characters  and  the  conflict  between  them? 
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8/Dear  Puzzled 

LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 

Understanding  point  of  view  in  choice  of  words 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  That  jacket  style  makes  you  look  slender. 

•  That  jacket  style  makes  you  look  skinny. 

Which  of  these  sentences  might  be  said  by  someone  who  is  trying  to  compliment  you 
on  your  appearance? 

Which  might  be  said  by  someone  who  is  trying  to  make  you  feel  that  you  do  not  look  your  best? 


Some  words  suggest  rather  than  state  a  person’s  opinions  or  feelings.  For  example,  the  word 
overweight  suggests  something  unfavourable  about  the  person’s  appearance.  While  the 
word  rounded  suggests  something  favorable. 

Read  the  word  pairs  below.  Which  word  suggests  something  favorable?  Which  suggests  something 
unfavorable?  Write  favorable  or  unfavorable  on  the  line  following  each. 


1.  smile:  .  smirk: 

2.  flashy: .  stylish: 

3.  inexpensive:  .  cheap: 


Rewrite  the  sentences  below  so  that  each  suggests  something  favorable  rather  than  unfavorable. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  Randy  is  such  a  show-off.  He  has  self-confidence . 

2.  My  brother  Jim  is  stingy . 

3.  Carrie  is  very  snoopy . 

4.  Joel  is  self-conscious . 

5.  Their  clothes  look  sloppy . 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 


Writing  personal  letters 


Read  the  following  personal  letter.  It  is  from  Earl  in  Regina  to  his  friend  Chris  in  Brandon,  Manitoba. 

35  Wrenson  Road, 

Regina,  Saskatchewan. 

S4S  0P6 
April  23,  1982. 


Dear  Chris, 

Are  you  still  collecting  stamps?  I’m  sending  you  some  interesting  ones  which  came  on  a  letter 
from  Japan  that  my  aunt  Josie  received  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Do  you  have  any  plans  for  the  Victoria  Day  weekend?  Why  don’t  you  come  on  the  bus  and 
visit  me?  My  parents  said  it  would  be  all  right  with  them. 

I’ll  be  waiting  to  hear  from  you. 


Your  friend, 
Earl 


What  kind  of  language  is  used  in  the  letter?  Is  it  formal  or  informal? . 

Does  the  letter  contain  the  kind  of  information  you  might  find  in  a  formal  business  letter? 

Look  at  Earl’s  heading.  What  information  did  he  give  in  the  first  line?  the  second?  the  third? 
the  fourth?  What  punctuation  marks  did  he  use  in  the  heading?  Circle  them. 

Write  the  heading  that  you  would  use  for  a  personal  letter  if  you  were  each  of  the  following  people. 

1 .  Lydia  Lincoln  lives  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick  on  Homer  Avenue.  The  house  number  is  278 
and  the  postal  code  is  E2K  1 E5.  Lydia  is  writing  her  letter  on  January  17, 1984. 


2.  Susannah  Preston  lives  at  91  Hyacinthe  Street  in  Montreal,  Quebec.  She  is  writing  her  letter  on 
July  7, 1983.  Her  postal  code  is  H3G  1 J6. 
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3.  Jack  Bernofski  is  writing  his  letter  on  August  16, 1985.  He  lives  in  Whitehorse,  Yukon  Territory. 
His  postal  code  is  Y1 A  2C6.  He  lives  at  21  Klondike  Road. 


On  May  2, 1982,  Chris  answers  Earl’s  letter.  Chris  lives  in  Brandon,  Manitoba  at  123  Elm  Street. 

His  postal  code  is  R2C  5B6.  This  is  what  he  said  in  the  body  of  his  letter. 

Thank  you  for  the  stamps  you  sent  along  with  your  last  letter.  I  didn  t  have  any  like  them 

so  I  was  really  glad  to  add  them  to  my  collection. 

My  Mother  says  I  can  come  to  see  you  on  the  Victoria  Day  weekend.  I'll  leave  on  the  bus 
at  6:15  p.m.  Friday  evening.  It  arrives  in  Regina  at  about  8:15,  so  I  guess  I'll  see  you  then  at  the 

bus  terminal. 

I’m  really  looking  forward  to  the  weekend. 

In  the  space  below,  write  Chris's  letter  in  full.  Start  with  the  heading  and  then  write  the  greeting. 
Copy  the  body  given  above.  Finish  with  a  suitable  closing  and  the  signature.  If  you  need  help  with 
punctuation  or  spacing,  look  back  at  Earl’s  letter. 
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Look  at  the  following  addressed  envelope.  It  is  the  one  that  Earl  used  when  he  sent  his  letter  to  Chris. 


Earl  Harsema, 

35  Wrenson  Road, 

Regina,  Saskatchewan 

S4S  0P6 

Chris  Knutson, 

123  Elm  Street, 

Brandon,  Manitoba. 

R2C  5B6 

The  address  in  the  upper  left  corner  is  called  the  return  address.  It  is  the  address  of  the  person  sending 
the  letter.  The  address  in  the  centre  is  the  address  of  the  person  who  will  receive  the  letter. 

Draw  a  stamp  where  it  should  be  placed. 

Address  the  following  envelope  for  the  letter  that  Chris  wrote  to  Earl  on  May  2.  Draw  a  stamp  in  the 
proper  position. 


Write  your  own  personal  letter  to  a  real  or  imaginary  friend.  In  your  letter  you  can  do  one 
of  the  following: 

•  tell  about  yourmost  recent  holiday 

•  tell  about  a  recent  or  upcoming  special  event  in  your  town 

•  invite  your  friend  for  a  holiday,  telling  what  you  might  do  during  the  visit 

•  make  up  a  letter  topic  of  your  own 
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Now  address  the  following  envelope  to  the  person  to  whom  you  wrote  the  letter.  Use  your  own 
address  as  the  return  address.  Draw  a  stamp  in  the  proper  position. 


LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 

Using  characterization 


How  would  you  describe  Wild  Wilfy’s  appearance?  What  could  you  say  about  his  general  body  build? 
his  eyes?  his  nose?  his  mouth?  his  hair?  his  clothing?  Make  a  list  of  descriptive  words  and  phrases 
which  you  think  might  be  suitable.  Use  your  list  to  write  four  or  five  sentences  describing  his 
appearance.  One  sentence  is  already  provided  below. 

1.  Wild  Wilfy  is  a  very  thin  person  with  a  rather  large  head. 


Now  look  at  Mr.  Crouse.  Write  four  or  five  sentences  describing  his  appearance. 


Writers  often  “paint  word  portraits’’  of  their  story  characters.  One  way  in  which  they  do  this  is  by 
telling  about  the  characters’  appearance.  Another  way  is  to  tell  about  the  characters  actions. 
Write  two  or  three  sentences  describing  Wild  Wilfy  s  actions. 


Now  write  two  or  three  sentences  describing  Mr.  Crouse’s  actions. 


What  do  these  students’  words  tell  you  about  their  personalities? 


Maria 


Ta 


mmy 


Gordon 


Which  student  is  probably  a  curious  person?  . 

Why  do  you  think  so? . 

Does  the  magician  (Tammy)  seem  like  a  modest  or  a  conceited  person?  What  makes  you  think  so? 
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What  do  Gordon’s  words  tell  you  about  his  personality? 


Writers  often  use  conversation  to  help  them  “paint  word  portraits”  of  their  characters.  What  a  person 
says  tells  a  great  deal  about  his  or  her  personality. 


Suppose  that  Tammy,  the  student  magician,  is  doing  some  tricks  at  Maria’s  birthday  party. 
She  borrows  a  valuable  ring  from  Maria’s  mother.  While  she  is  doing  a  trick  with  it,  the  stone 
falls  out  and  is  lost.  What  might  each  of  the  following  people  say?  Write  their  words. 

Leona,  a  helpful  person 


Mabel,  an  impatient  person 


Robin,  a  worrier 


Leslie,  a  suspicious  person 


Now  write  a  paragraph  describing  an  interesting  person  you  could  use  in  a  story.  In  your  paragraph, 
try  to  show  what  the  person  is  like  by  describing  his  or  her  appearance,  action,  and  words. 

You  could  write  your  paragraph  about  one  of  the  following: 

•  a  very  old  person  whose  life  has  been  full  of  various  experiences 

•  a  young  child  on  his/her  way  to  a  birthday  party  on  a  bus 

•  a  middle-aged  ambitious  person  faced  with  a  crisis  in  his  or  her  career 


Remember:  good  characterization  makes  your  readers  want  to  read  more  about  your  characters. 
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LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 


Conflict  involves  some  kind  of  struggle  between  people,  animals,  people  and  animals,  people  and 
nature.  The  reader  reads  on  to  find  out  who  will  win  and  how. 

•  Mrs.  Telford  is  a  flight  attendant  for  Air  Canada.  One  day  a  passenger  informs  her  that  he  has  placed 
a  bomb  on  board;  however,  he  will  not  tell  her  where  it  is. 

This  is  a  problem  situation  between  people.  Who  are  the  people  involved  in  the  conflict? 


How  do  you  think  the  conflict  might  be  solved? 


•  The  Cosgroves  have  a  new  dog,  but  the  dog  sometimes  barks  at  night.  The  neighbors  are  becoming 
very  upset. 

This  is  a  problem  situation  between  people.  Who  are  the  people  involved  in  the  conflict? 


How  do  you  think  the  conflict  might  be  solved? 
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Can  you  think  of  some  other  problem  situations  between  people?  They  may  be  either  real  or 
imaginary.  Briefly  describe  two  of  them  below. 

1 . 


2 


A  problem  situation  between  people  can  often  be  a  good  basis  for  a  story. 

Choose  one  of  the  problem  situations  given  on  page  88,  or  one  of  the  two  problem  situations  that 
you  described.  Use  it  as  the  basis  for  a  short  story. 
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Learning  to... 


People  do  not  always  see  things  in  the  same  way.  The  way  in  which  a  person  sees  things  is  called  his 
or  her  point  of  view.  Look  at  the  cartoon  below.  Do  the  people  see  the  situation  in  the  same  way,  or 
does  each  person  see  it  from  a  different  point  of  view? 


What  might  the  boy  say  about  this  situation? 


How  does  the  father  see  this  situation? 


Is  the  girl’s  point  of  view  the  same  as  her  father’s?  Why  or  why  not? 
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Learning  to ... 

Look  at  the  cartoons  below.  Does  each  person  see  things  from  the  same  point  of  view?  Choose  a 
person  from  one  of  the  cartoons  and  pretend  you  are  this  person  telling  about  the  way  you  see 
the  situation. 


p;  ,*•  .*% •Vvtl'jo  I, 

‘ f.v  j:- 

— (nA — <Tl77A^ 
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Does  the  way  you  see  or  react  to  the  situation  tell  anything  about  your  character?  Tell  about  the 
situation  again,  including  some  clues  about  the  character  whose  part  you  are  taking.  Is  the  character 
angry?  patient?  thoughtless?  careless? 


For  each  cartoon  write  one  sentence  telling  what  conflict  or  conflicts  might  arise  from  the 
situation  pictured. 
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9/WhatsinaWord? 


LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 


Designing  advertising  sgmbnls 


Read  the  following  short  article. 

Advertising  -  Early  Beginnings. 


Advertising  is  very  old.  It  can  be  traced  back  as  far  as  the  public  criers  of  ancient  Greece. 

For  a  fee,  they  shouted  out  messages  about  their  clients’  wares.  It  first  became  important  in  the 
late  15th  century  A.D.  The  merchants  of  the  rapidly  growing  cities  and  towns  needed  a  way  to 
tell  people  where  their  goods  could  be  bought. 

The  first  printed  advertisement  in  the  English  language  appeared  in  1478.  This  early  ad  was  the 
work  of  William  Caxton,  England’s  first  printer.  He  used  it  to  advertise  religious  books  from  his 
workshop.  Caxton  posted  small  printed  notices  along  London’s  main  streets. 

The  Industrial  Revolution,  in  the  1700’s  and  1800’s,  brought  a  new  kind  of  advertising.  Large 
factories  took  the  place  of  small  workshops.  Manufacturers  had  to  find  many  thousands  of 
customers  in  order  to  stay  in  business.  They  could  not  simply  tell  people  where  they  could  buy  shoes 
or  cloth  or  tea  -  if  they  happened  to  want  these  things.  They  had  to  learn  how  to  make  people  want  to 
buy  things.  Thus  modern  advertising  was  born. 


Suppose  you  are  a  business  person  in  the  1700’s.  You  know  that  many  people  cannot  read  well. 
Therefore  you  must  depend  largely  on  pictures  or  "symbols”  to  advertise  the  goods  or  services  you 
have  to  sell.  For  example  what  sort  of  symbol  could  you  use  to  advertise  books?  tea?  a 
dressmaker’s  shop? 


Design  a  symbol  for  each  of  the  following.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1.  an  inn  called  The  Rose 

2.  an  inn  called  The  Three 

Crowns 

3.  a  shoemaker’s  shop 

4.  a  barbershop 

i 

5.  a  kind  of  cooking  pot 
made  by  a  particular 
manufacturer 

6.  flour  ground  in  a 
particular  gristmill 
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Think  of  some  of  the  fast-food  chains,  soft  drinks,  fund-raising  campaigns  with  which  you  are 
familiar.  As  you  think  of  each  one,  does  a  particular  phrase  come  to  mind  that  is  used  in  advertising 
that  product  or  campaign?  Such  phrases  are  called  slogans.  A  slogan  is  a  phrase  or  sentence  which 
is  used  by  a  particular  group  to  identify  the  product  or  idea  which  is  being  sold.  A  slogan  is  usually 
catchy  and  easily  remembered. 

Suppose  you  are  an  advertising  writer.  Your  boss  gives  you  the  following  five  slogans.  She  tells 
you  that  the  slogans  have  been  used  for  many  years,  and  the  advertisers  would  now  like  new  ones. 
Try  to  think  of  a  new  slogan  for  each  advertiser.  Write  it  in  the  space  following  the  old  one. 

1 .  When  in  doubt,  give  us  a  shout.  Greenwood  Home  Service,  your  advisers  on  all 
home-repair  problems. 


2.  Surprise  your  mice  today!  Call  Maxwells’  Exterminators. 


3.  If  you  can’t  make  ends  meet,  meet  Enns  -  the  dependable  used-car  dealer. 


4.  Drain  a  vein  for  someone  in  pain  -  give  blood  today. 


5.  Our  speciality  is  our  special  tea!  Mountainview  Tearoom. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 


Understanding  the  special  language  of  advertising 

Nadia  and  Jess  decided  to  hold  a  garage  sale  and  collected  used  items  of  many  different  kinds. 
Now  they  are  writing  an  advertising  letter  describing  the  various  items.  They  plan  to  put  a  copy  of  the 
letter  into  each  mailbox  in  their  neighborhood. 

As  they  begin,  Nadia  holds  up  a  very  worn-looking  pair  of  baggy  jeans. 

“I  don’t  know  whether  we  can  write  anything  good  about  these,”  she  says  doubtfully. 

“Well,”  answers  Jess.  “Somebody  might  be  interested  if  we  can  describe  them  in  just  the  right 
way.  Let  me  see  .  . .”  She  thinks  for  several  moments.  Then  she  begins  to  write: 

Jeans:  These  jeans  are  right  in  style.  They  look  as  if  they  have  been  worn  for  a  hundred 
years!  Owner  has  gained  weight  and  has  to  sell.  Size  40.  You  have  to  see  them 
to  believe  this  fantastic  bargain! 

Advertisements  usually  try  to  make  the  best  of  an  item’s  good  points.  Sometimes  they  even  seem  to 
turn  a  bad  point  about  an  item  into  a  good  point.  How  did  Jess  do  this?  Why  do  you  think  she  used 

the  words  right  in  style  and  fantastic? . 


Look  at  the  following  picture  showing  some  of  the  other  items  that  Nadia  and  Jess  collected  for  their 
garage  sale. 


Choose  three  of  the  items.  Describe  each  of  your  items  in  two  ways.  First  describe  it  using  “growl” 
words  such  as: 


•  worn-looking  •  dirty 

•  baggy  •  out  of  style 

•  motheaten  •  broken 
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Then  describe  it  using  “purr”  words  such  as: 

•  right  in  style  •  a  real  steal 

•  fantastic  •  almost  like  new 

•  bargain  •  needs  only  a  few  minor  adjustments 


1. 


2 


3 


Remember:  good  use  of  persuasive  language  will  help  you  in  all  your  written  work. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


Rewrite  each  of  the  following  sentences  using  the  most  suitable  phrase  to  replace  the  underlined 
word.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you.  If  necessary,  use  another  sheet  of  paper. 

•  in  the  spring  #of  a  pinkish  color  •  with  brown  wings  •  from  China  •  in  a  cave 

1.  Millie  was  a  brown-winged  moth.  Millie  was  a  moth  with  brown  wings 

2.  She  entered  a  contest  one  spring  day . 

3.  A  Chinese  moth  also  entered  the  contest . 

4.  One  part  of  the  contest  was  a  cave  race . 

5.  Pinkish  rocks  covered  the  cave  floor . 


In  the  first  sentence,  what  word  is  replaced  by  the  phrase  with  brown  wings?  .  . 

This  word  tells  more  about  the  noun  moth.  A  word  that  tells  more  about  a  noun 

is  called  an . , . . . 

Now  look  at  the  second  sentence.  The  adjective  spring  is  underlined.  What  noun  does  it  tell 
more  about?  Circle  the  noun.  Do  the  same  for  the  other  sentences. 


A  phrase  that  tells  more  about  a  noun  is  called  an . 

An  adjective  phrase  begins  with  a  preposition.  Some  prepositions  are:  in,  of,  with,  from,  during, 
between,  among,  into,  under,  near. 


Each  of  the  following  sentences  contains  one  adjective  phrase.  Underline  the  phrase.  Then  circle 
the  preposition.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 
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1 .  It  was  a  contest  (for)  moths. 

2.  The  race-starter  was  a  large  moth  with  gray  wings. 

3.  It  was  a  cave  under  the  ground. 

4.  Everybody  thought  that  the  moth  from  Brazil  would  win. 

5.  A  large  tree  near  the  door  protected  the  cave  opening. 

6.  The  moth  near  the  finish-line  waved  a  large  flag. 


7.  After  the  race  was  over,  the  moths  boarded  buses  with  comfortable  seats. 


8.  A  bus  driver  from  a  nearby  town  drove  them  home. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 

Using prepositions  to  begin  adverb  phrases 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  During  the  morning  the  moths  practiced  their  flying. 

•  Millie  flitted  through  the  air. 

•  The  Brazilian  moth  flew  with  grace  and  style. 

When  did  the  moths  practice?  Write  the  phrase  that  gives  the  answer: 


Where  did  Millie  flit?  Write  the  phrase  that  gives  the  answer: 


How  did  the  Brazilian  moth  fly?  Write  the  phrase  that  gives  the  answer: 


A  phrase  that  tells  when,  where,  or  how  is  called  an . An  adverb  phrase  tells 

more  about  a  verb.  The  phrase  during  the  morning  tells  more  about  the  verb  practiced.  What  verb 

does  the  phrase  through  the  air  tell  more  about? . What  verb  does  the  phrase  with 

grace  and  style  tell  more  about? . 


An  adverb  phrase  begins  with  a  preposition.  Look  back  at  the  three  sample  sentences.  Circle  the 
preposition  in  each. 

Underline  the  adverb  phrases  in  the  following  paragraph. 

Circle  the  preposition  that  begins  each  phrase.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

The  race-starter  started  the  race  (with!)  his  starting  gun.  Within  a  split  second  Millie  had  fluttered 
into  the  cave.  She  flew  along  the  floor,  up  the  wall,  and  across  the  ceiling.  Then  she  dived  down  the 
wall.  Again  she  raced  along  the  floor,  up  the  wall,  and  across  the  ceiling.  At  that  moment  she  saw  the 
Brazilian  moth  cross  the  finish  line.  With  a  sinking  heart  she  realized  that  she  had  lost  the  race.  She 
sat  down  in  a  corner  and  started  crying.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  moth  bawl? 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


Using  propositions 

to  begin  adjective  and  adverb  phrases 

Use  some  of  the  following  phrases  to  write  your  own  paragraph  about  a  race. 


about  the  winner 
above  the  crowd 
across  the  park 
after  lunch 
around  the  track 
near  the  track 
on  the  ground 
until  next  time 


at  last 

behind  the  runner 
between  the  two  racers 
during  the  race 
for  a  valuable  prize 
with  the  red  uniform 
within  seconds 
about  five  minutes. 


LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Writing  business  letters 

On  the  following  slips  of  paper  you  will  find  all  the  parts  of  a  business  letter.  However,  the  slips 
of  paper  have  been  scrambled.  As  you  read,  try  to  decide  what  their  proper  order  would  be 


What  kind  of  language  is  used  in  the  above  letter?  Is  it  formal  or  informal? . 

Lookatthefollowing  letter.  Is  the  language  in  the  lettersuitableforaformal  letter? 
On  the  lines  below  it  rewrite  it  in  language  you  feel  would  be  suitable. 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
Vancouver,  B.C. 

Hi, 


I’m  taking  a  trip  to  Vancouver  this  summer.  My  family  is  coming,  all  except  for  my  sister  who  is 
going  camping  up  north.  I’m  really  looking  forward  to  the  trip  because  I’ve  heard  that  Vancouver  is  a 
neat  city.  Could  you  send  me  some  folders  about  the  city  so  we  can  see  what  there  is  to  do  and  get  all 
ready  to  enjoy  ourselves  when  we  get  there?  Thanks  a  lot. 

Your  friend, 

Sue. 
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On  the  following  sheet  of  paper,  write  your  own  business  letter  to: 

Province  of  B.C.  Archives, 

Parliament  Buildings, 

Victoria,  B.C. 

V8V1X3 


In  your  letter,  ask  for  information  or  photographs  relating  to  the  building  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway.  The  Railway  was  completed  to  Port  Moody,  B.C.  in  1885. 


Remember:  a  good  business  letter  is  clear,  to-the-point,  and  written  in  language 
appropriate  to  the  task. 
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Learning  to ... 

You  are  an  advertisement  writer  for  a  well-known  company.  Your  company  has  been  aware  of  the 
trend  away  from  junk  foods  and  toward  healthier  snacks.  It  has  just  produced  a  snack  food  made 
from  carrots,  spinach,  cheese,  and  tomato.  The  snack  food  looks  like  a  large  flat  potato  chip. 

You  have  been  selected  by  the  company  to  prepare  a  major  advertising  campaign  for  the  new 
product.  What  will  you  call  the  new  product?  What  words  will  you  use  in  a  T.V.  commercial  aimed 
at  children  whom  you  want  to  lure  away  from  snack  foods?  What  words  will  you  use  in  a  magazine 
advertisement  that  adults  might  read?  How  would  you  prepare  a  billboard  for  commuters  who 
would  have  time  for  only  a  quick  glance  as  they  drove  to  and  from  work?  Will  you  use  a  slogan? 
a  jingle?  a  symbol? 

Prepare  a  T.V.  commercial,  a  magazine  advertisement,  and  a  billboard.  How  will  you  make  your 
product  sound  attractive?  What  are  its  selling  points? 

(You  may  add  more  details  of  your  own  to  those  already  given  in  order  to  provide  yourself  with  more 
material  on  which  to  base  your  advertising.) 
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10/Highways  and  Byways 

LEARNING  TO  PUNCTUATE 

Using  apostrophes 

Read  each  numbered  group  of  words  telling  that  something  belongs  to  someone.  Then  find  and 
write  the  group  of  words  with  the  same  meaning  in  the  list  below. 

1 .  the  island  belonging  to  the  man . 

2.  the  rafts  of  the  girls . 

3.  the  map  belonging  to  the  pirate . 

4.  the  songs  of  the  Newfoundlanders . 

5.  the  hair  of  the  dog . 

•  the  pirate’s  map 

•  the  man’s  island 

•  the  Newfoundlanders’  songs 

•  the  girls’  rafts 

•  the  dog’s  hair 

Nouns  can  be  changed  to  show  ownership  or  possession.  Look  at  the  expressions  that  you  wrote. 

What  punctuation  mark  is  used  to  show  possession?  . 

When  the  noun  is  singular,  how  is  possession  shown? 

When  the  noun  is  plural,  how  is  possession  shown?  . 

Rewrite  each  of  the  following  groups  of  words  using  an  apostrophe  to  show  possession. 

1 .  the  thoughts  of  Tom . 

2.  the  boundaries  of  Canada . 

3.  the  pen  of  my  aunt  . 

4.  the  faces  of  the  statues  . 

5.  the  lunches  of  the  students . 
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Read  the  following  conversation  softly  to  yourself,  noticing  the  underlined  words. 


Read  the  following  conversation  softly  to  yourself. 


“Let  us  go.  There  is  time  for  a  short  workout  before  I  am  expected  at  a  meeting.” 
“I  cannot  run.  I  have  developed  a  limp.” 

“That  is  a  lame  excuse.” 

“Well,  you  will  never  believe  me  if  I  tell  you  I  am  a  little  hoarse.” 


Which  cartoon  conversation  sounds  more  natural?  Rewrite  the  less  natural-sounding  conversation 
the  way  you  would  say  it.  If  necessary,  use  another  sheet  of  paper. 
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The  underlined  words  in  the  first  cartoon  are  called  contractions.  Each  one  is  made  up  of  other 
words,  but  some  of  the  letters  have  been  left  out.  What  punctuation  mark  takes  the  place  of  the 

missing  letters? . 

Write  the  full  form  of  each  contraction  from  the  conversation. 


I’m  . 

.  I’ve . . . 

that’s . 

.  let’s  . 

it’s  . 

.  won’t . 

we’ve . 

.  you’re  . 

Rewrite  the  following  sentences,  using  the  contraction  instead  of  each  underlined  pair  or  words. 

1 .  Let  us  go  to  the  race. 

2.  jt_is  going  to  be  exciting. 

3.  Now  she  is  pulling  out  -  now  he  is  catching  up. 

4.  What  is  this? 

5.  It_is  a  saddle  and  you  are  going  to  wear  it. 

6.  You  are  joking. 

7.  There  are  some  things  you  just  should  not  do. 

8.  They  will  not  arrive  until  Saturday. 
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Read  the  following  sentences  and  circle  each  apostrophe. 

•  The  r’s  in  your  writing  look  like  s’s. 

•  Place  the  number  in  the  10’s  column. 

•  Cutouts  of  tires  could  be  used  for  o’s  in  your  poster. 

•  Jacques  Cartier  came  to  the  new  world  in  the  1500’s. 

•  Two  seven’s  were  printed  on  the  back  of  her  T-shirt. 

Apostrophes  are  used  in  writing  the  plural  forms  of  numbers  and  letters. 
Add  apostrophes  where  they  are  needed  in  the  following  sentences. 

1 .  You  left  out  the  number  in  the  100s  and  1000s  columns. 

2.  The  4s  and  9s  come  out  very  faintly  when  I  used  this  rubber  stamp. 

3.  Henry  Hudson  died  in  the  new  world  in  the  early  1600s. 

4.  Cross  your  ts  and  dot  your  is  and  js. 

5.  Paul’s  great-grandparents  came  to  the  New  World  in  the  late  1800s. 

6.  Her  telephone  number  has  two  eights  in  it,  but  mine  has  three  twos. 

7.  We  are  living  in  the  1900s. 


Remember:  correct  use  of  apostrophes  makes  your  written  conversations  more  natural-sounding. 


LEARNING  TO  COMBINE  SENTENCES 

Using  the  connectives  unless,  if,  while, 
and  whenever 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio. 

He  eats. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio  while  he  eats. 

How  were  the  first  two  sentences  combined  to  form  the  third  sentence?  Circle  the  word  that  joins 
them. 

Now  read  the  following  sentences. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio  whenever  he  eats. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio  if  he  eats. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio  unless  he  eats. 

What  two  shorter  sentences  were  combined  to  form  each  of  the  sentences  above? 

Circle  the  word  that  joins  them  in  each  case.  How  does  each  different  joining  word  or  connective 
affect  the  meaning  of  the  sentence?  Copy  the  sentence  that  matches  each  of  the  following 
explanations. 

1 .  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio  every  time  he  eats. 


2.  Sandy  Socolofsky  usually  listens  to  the  radio,  but  he  does  not  listen  to  it  when  he  eats. 


3.  Sandy  Socolofsky  does  not  eat  regularly.  But  when  he  does  eat,  he  listens  to  the  radio. 


Now  write  your  own  explanation  for  the  following  sentence. 

4.  Sandy  Socolofsky  listens  to  the  radio  while  he  eats. 


Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  never  sees  anyone. 

•  He  goes  to  town. 

•  Sandy  Socolofsky  never  sees  anyone  unless  he  goes  to  town. 

®  Unless  he  goes  to  town,  Sandy  Socolofsky  never  sees  anyone. 

How  were  the  first  two  sentences  combined  to  form  the  third  sentence?  Circle  the  connective. 
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Now  look  at  the  fourth  sentence.  Does  it  mean  the  same  as  the  third? . Circle  the  connective. 

What  has  happened  to  the  position  of  the  connective?  . 


What  has  happened  to  the  order  of  the  two  shorter  sentences  that  were  combined  to  form  the 

fourth  sentence? . 

What  punctuation  mark  is  used  between  the  two  shorter  sentences  within  the  fourth  sentence? 


Rewrite  each  of  the  following  sentences,  placing  the  connective  first.  The  first  one  has  been  started 
for  you. 

1 .  The  mice  will  play  while  the  cat’s  away. 

While . 

2.  Love  my  dog  if  you  love  me. 

3.  The  dog  goes  along  whenever  Sandy  takes  the  ferryboat  across  the  river. 


4.  The  dog  does  not  cross  the  river  unless  Sandy  is  with  him. 


5.  He  watches  the  ducks  and  geese  while  he  crosses  the  river. 


Did  you  begin  each  of  the  sentences  with  a  connective?  Did  you  place  a  comma  where  it  belongs  in 
each  sentence? 

Complete  the  following  sentences  by  filling  each  blank  with  one  of  these  connectives:  unless,  if, 
while,  whenever. 

If  a  connective  comes  at  the  beginning  of  a  sentence,  be  sure  to  start  it  with  a  capital  letter. 
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1 . Sandy  hears  an  interesting  recipe  on  the  radio,  he  writes  it  on  his  chalkboard. 

2.  He  often  sings . he  tries  out  his  recipes. 

3 . a  dish  doesn’t  turn  out  well,  he  erases  the  recipe  from  the  chalkboard. 


4.  He  doesn’t  keep  a  recipe . the  dish  turns  out  well  the  first  time. 


5 . Sandy  goes  to  town,  everybody  always  kicks  his  dog  around. 

6.  “ . you  love  me,  you  must  learn  to  love  my  dog,”  says  Sandy  Socolofsky. 


Write  three  of  your  own  sentences  about  Sandy  Socolofsky. 

In  your  sentences  use  some  or  all  of  these  connectives:  unless,  if,  while,  whenever. 
1 . 


2 


3 


Remember:  using  connectives  to  combine  sentences  often  adds  useful  information  to  the  sentence. 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Understanding  and  using  maps 

Carefully  look  at  the  map  below  and  then  read  the  two  paragraphs  that  follow.  Each  paragraph  tells 
how  to  get  from  Mark’s  home  to  the  local  library.  Are  both  paragraphs  easy  to  follow? 


When  you  come  out  of  my  house,  you  turn  left.  Then  you  walk  along  Main  Street  for  about  two 
and  a  half  blocks  until  you  reach  Pine  Street.  Now  turn  right  onto  Pine  Street  and  walk  south  for  one 
block.  You  will  come  to  Banting  Avenue.  The  library  is  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Pine  and  Banting 
You  walk  down  the  street  a  bit  from  my  house.  You  go  a  couple  of  blocks  and  then  cross  over  the 
street.  You  keep  walking  and  then  you’ll  see  the  library  on  the  corner. 

Which  paragraph  gives  specific  directions? . 

Which  paragraph  would  be  easier  to  follow? . 

Why? . 

Write  a  specific,  clear  paragraph  in  which  you  explain  one  way  of  getting  from  the  Paris  Cafe  to  the 
Hyland  Arena. 
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Now  think  about  your  own  community.  If  you  wish,  sketch  a  simple  map  of  it. 

Then  write  a  clear,  specific  paragraph  explaining  one  of  the  following.  Use  another  sheet  of  paper. 

•  how  to  get  from  your  home  to  the  nearest  store 

•  how  to  get  from  your  home  to  a  friend’s  home 

•  how  to  get  from  your  school  to  your  home 

Look  at  the  following  map  showing  parts  of  Cape  Breton  Island,  Nova  Scotia. 
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Suppose  you  and  your  family  or  some  friends  were  driving  in  this  part  of  the  island.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  questions  that  you  might  have.  Use  the  map  and  the  information  given  on  the  charts  to 
answer  the  questions. 

1 .  About  how  many  people  live  in  Sydney  Mines? 


2.  Which  place  has  a  larger  population,  North  Sydney  or  Glace  Bay? 


3.  About  how  many  people  live  in  Louisbourg? 


4.  Is  there  anything  of  special  interest  to  see  near  Louisbourg?  What? 


5.  You  are  in  Sydney  Mines.  How  would  you  drive  to  Louisbourg? 


6.  Which  would  probably  be  a  better  road,  the  #4  or  the  #28?  Why? 


7.  Is  there  a  government  picnic  site  in  this  part  of  the  island? 
How  would  you  get  there  from  St.  Peter’s? 


8.  You  want  to  go  to  a  drugstore.  Which  place  is  more  likely  to  have  one,  Port  Morien  or  Glace  Bay? 
Why  do  you  think  so? 
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LEARNING  TO  USE  STUDY  AND  LIFE  SKILLS 

Writing  newspaper  articles 

Read  the  following  newspaper  article. 

If  fingertips  can  grow  back  again  .  .  . 

By  Robin  Chee 

The  tip  of  the  child’s  finger  was  cut  off.  There  was  no  doubt  about  it.  Doctors  at  the  Sheffield, 
England  hospital  bandaged  the  finger.  It  was  a  few  days  before  a  plastic  surgeon  saw  the  child. 

By  that  time  the  fingertip  had  repaired  itself! 

Though  this  seems  unbelievable,  it  happens  quite  frequently.  In  fact,  for  children  under  the  age  of 
about  eleven,  modern  medical  treatment  for  amputated  fingertips  is  simply  to  let  them  grow  back 
again  by  themselves. 

Why  does  it  work  for  a  child  and  not  for  an  adult?  Researchers  are  not  sure.  However,  they  feel  it 
may  have  something  to  do  with  the  fact  that  there  is  a  strong  electrical  current  flowing  from  the 
cut  fingertips  of  children.  This  current  seems  greatly  diminished  in  adults. 

Scientists  feel  that  recent  findings  about  fingertip  regrowth  may  help  them  to  discover  new 
ways  of  treating  human  injuries.  “For  one  thing,  we  may  eventually  be  able  to  offer  new  hope  to 
people  who  have  been  paralyzed  through  spinal  injury,”  said  a  researcher  at  Yale  University. 

The  “title”  of  a  newspaper  article  is  called  the  headline. 

Headlines  should  be  short,  interesting,  and  to-the-point.  Why? 


What  is  the  headline  of  the  article  above? 


Write  another  headline  that  could  have  been  used  for  this  article. 


Some  newspaper  articles  have  bylines.  A  byline  tells  us  who  wrote  the  article. 
What  is  the  byline  of  the  article  above? 


The  first  sentence  or  paragraph  of  a  newspaper  article  is  called  the  lead.  Sometimes  the  lead  is 
intended  mainly  to  catch  the  reader’s  attention.  Often  if  summarizes  the  important  points  of  the 
article.  What  are  the  main  ideas  of  the  lead  paragraph  in  the  article  above?  Summarize  them  in 
your  own  words. 
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The  main  body  of  a  newspaper  article  answers  Who,  What,  When,  Where,  Why,  and  How  questions 
such  as: 

1 .  Who  are  the  people  who  seem  to  be  able  to  regrow  amputated  fingertips? 


2.  What  possible  explanation  is  there  for  this  amazing  ability? 


Referring  to  the  article,  write  answers  to  the  two  questions  above. 

Now  write  three  questions  of  your  own  that  can  be  answered  by  referring  to  the  article.  Begin  each 
of  your  questions  with  one  of  these  words:  Who,  What,  When,  Where,  Why,  How. 

1 . 


2 


3 
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Use  the  following  notes  as  the  basis  for  a  brief  newspaper  article  of  your  own.  In  your  article, 

be  sure  to  include: 

1.  a  short,  interesting  headline 

2.  a  byline 

3.  a  lead  sentence  or  paragraph 

4.  details  that  answer  Who,  What,  When,  Where,  Why,  and  How  questions. 

Notes  for  Newspaper  Article 

•  sharks  probably  frightening  to  most  people 

•  sharks  subject  of  stories  and  movies  such  as  Jaws  and  Jaws  II 

•  cancer  unknown  in  sharks 

•  heart  disease  also  not  known  in  sharks 

•  scientists  trying  to  discover  reasons  why  sharks  do  not  often  get  diseases 

•  possibility  that  shark-study  may  lead  to  cure  for  cancer  and/or  heart  disease 

Write  your  article  on  another  piece  of  paper. 
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Learning  to... 


Draw  a  map  showing  the  part  of  town  where  you  live.  On  it,  identify  your  own  house,  your  school,  a 
library,  a  post  office,  a  supermarket,  a  laundry,  a  shoe  repair,  an  ice  cream  store,  a  church,  a  recreation 
center  and  three  other  stores  or  buildings  that  you  might  enter  while  carrying  out  weekend  errands. 


Pretend  you  are  driving  around  with  one  of  your  parents  doing  Saturday  morning  chores.  Which 
buildings  do  you  visit?  Why?  Write  six  sentences  telling  what  stops  you  make  on  your  brief  trip. 
Tell  something  about  the  stops  using  the  connectives  unless,  if,  while,  whenever. 


Now,  trace  your  route  on  your  map. 
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1 1/ What  Might  Happen  If... 

LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 

Using  space  crier  in  descriptive  paragraphs 

Read  the  following  descriptive  paragraph. 

The  phantom  of  New  Brunswick’s  Chaleur  Bay  is  a  mysterious  flaming  warship.  Those  who  have 
seen  the  phantom  ship  say  that  she  has  four  tall  masts.  The  masts  and  the  sails  rigged  to  them  appear 
to  be  on  fire.  On  the  deck  below,  ghostly  figures  scurry  about- only  to  disappear  a  few  moments  later 

along  with  their  ill-fated  vessel. 

The  author  begins  by  making  a  general  statement  about  the  subject  of  the  paragraph.  What  is 
this  statement? 


The  author  then  goes  on  to  describe  the  ship  more  specifically. 
What  does  the  paragraph  tell  us  about  the  masts  of  the  vessel? 


What  does  it  tell  us  about  the  sails? 


What  details  does  the  paragraph  give  about  the  deck? 


In  a  descriptive  paragraph,  it  is  often  effective  to  write  as  if  your  eyes  were  moving  in  a  specific 
direction  such  as:  top  to  bottom,  bottom  to  top,  left  to  right,  or  outside  to  inside.  In  what  direction 
doesthe  author  seem  to  be  moving  in  the  description  of  the  phantom  ship? 


The  following  paragraph  is  confusing  because  the  details  are  not  given  in  any  particular  order. 

As  you  read,  decide  how  you  would  rearrange  them  in  a  bottom-to-top  direction. 

Toronto’s  CN  Tower  is  the  city’s  most  outstanding  landmark.  A  fifth  elevator  whisks  the  more 
daring  visitors  up  to  the  Space  Deck  above  the  Sky  Pod.  The  Sky  Pod  includes  observation  decks  and 
a  revolving  restaurant.  From  the  Space  Deck  visitors  may  gaze  up  at  the  hundred  metre  transmission 
mast.  Four  elevators  rise  from  the  ground  level  to  the  Sky  Pod.  The  upper  tip  of  this  mast  marks  the 
very  top  of  the  Tower. 


Rewrite  the  paragraph.  Start  with  the  general  statement  about  the  CN  Tower.  Then  give  the  details, 
moving  in  a  clear  bottom-to-top  direction.  You  may  rewrite  some  of  the  sentences  if  you  wish  to  make 
them  fit  in  better  with  the  direction  of  your  description. 


Now  write  a  paragraph  of  your  own,  describing  an  interesting  ship  or  building  that  you  have  seen. 
Be  sure  to  begin  with  a  general  statement  about  your  subject.  Then  give  the  details,  writing  as  if 
your  eyes  were  moving  in  a  certain  direction  such  as:  top  to  bottom,  bottom  to  top,  far  away  to  near, 
outside  to  inside,  left  to  right,  right  to  left. 


Remember:  your  written  descriptions  are  easier  to  follow  when  you  use  clear  space  order. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  SENTENCES 


I 


Using  linking  verbs 


Read  the  following  sentences. 

•Jack  jumped  over  the  candlestick. 
•Jack  climbed  the  beanstalk. 

•The  little  red  hen  planted  some  grain. 


What  is  the  action  word  in  the  first  sentence?  Circle  it. 

What  is  the  action  word  in  the  second  sentence?  the  third?  Circle  these  action  words. 

Action  words  are  called  verbs.  However,  not  all  verbs  are  action  words.  Read  the  following  sentences. 

•Jack  was  nimble. 

•  The  little  red  hen  seemed  wise. 

•  The  coyote  is  a  trickster. 

In  the  first  sentence,  what  word  links  Jack  and  nimble?  Circle  this  word. 

In  the  second  sentence,  what  word  links  hen  and  wise?  Circle  this  word. 

In  the  third  sentence,  what  word  links  the  coyote  and  a  trickster?  Circle  this  word. 

A  verb  used  to  link  a  noun  (such  ashen)  and  an  adjective  (such  as  wise)  is  called  a . 

A  linking  verb  may  also  link  a  noun  (such  as  coyote)  and  another  noun  (such  as  a  trickster). 

Unscramble  each  of  the  following  groups  of  words  to  write  a  sentence  that  makes  sense. 

Underline  the  linking  verb  in  each  sentence  that  you  write. 


1.  duckling  ugly  was  the 

2.  am  the  I  queen . 


3.  spider  Anansi  a  was . 

4.  hungry  fox  is  the . 

5.  tired  thunderbird  felt  the . 

6.  chicken  the  stew  me  to  good  tastes 
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Use  linking  verbs  to  write  the  following  sentences.  Use  a  different  linking  verb  for  each  sentence. 
(If  you  need  help,  refer  to  the  list  of  linking  verbs  below). 

1 .  a  sentence  connecting  the  noun  princess  with  the  adjective  clever 


2.  a  sentence  connecting  the  proper  noun  Jack  with  the  adjective  quick 


3.  a  sentence  connecting  the  noun  tailor  with  the  adjective  brave 


4.  a  sentence  connecting  the  noun  lion  with  the  noun  animal 


5.  a  sentence  connecting  the  noun  apple  with  the  noun  gift 


6.  a  sentence  connecting  the  noun  dinner  with  the  adjective  delicious 


7.  a  sentence  connecting  the  noun  behavior  with  the  adjective  suspicious 


Some  words  that  can  be  used  as  linking  verbs 


am,  is,  are,  was,  were 

feel 

taste 

seem 

look 

smell 

sound 
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LEARNING  TO  CREATE  STORIES 

Writing  story  endings 

The  following  pictures  tell  a  story.  Look  at  them  carefully. 

Can  you  follow  the  story’s  events?  Talk  about  them  with  a  classmate. 


How  do  you  think  the  story  might  end?  What  sort  of  ending  would  be  amusing?  frightening? 
surprising?  Draw  one  or  two  simple  pictures  showing  your  ending  for  the  story. 


What  clues  in  the  story  led  you  to  draw  the  ending  you  chose? . 

Remember,  a  good  story  ending  should  do  the  following: 

•  Tie  up  the  loose  ends  of  the  story. 

•  Leave  the  reader  feeling  happy,  sad,  angry,  surprised,  satisfied,  or  in  doubt. 
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Now  read  the  following  story  outline. 

Juliana  is  an  only  child,  and  often  feels  lonely.  She  finds  a  penpal  through  a  newspaper  column. 
For  a  whole  year  she  writes  to  her  penpal  regularly.  Then  she  has  a  chance  to  visit  the  city  where  her 
penpal  lives.  At  last  the  two  will  be  able  to  meet  face  to  face. 

What  do  you  suppose  will  happen?  Read  the  following  ending. 

Juliana  is  startled  when  she  sees  how  much  the  penpal  looks  like  her.  To  her  great  surprise  she 
learns  that  both  she  and  the  penpal  were  adopted  as  babies.  They  investigate  their  backgrounds 
and  find  out  that  they  are  really  sisters! 

Did  the  ending  surprise  you? . Why? . 


Write  a  different  ending  for  this  story  outline.  Or  if  you  wish,  write  an  ending  for  one  of  the  following 
story  outlines. 

1 .  A  man  has  been  trapping  animals  on  a  game  preserve.  The  rangers  have  not  been  able  to  catch 
him,  and  he  has  killed  many  animals.  One  day  he  sees  a  valuable  fox  caught  in  one  of  his  traps. 
He  rushes  over  to  take  his  prize. 

2.  A  conceited  tortoise  challenges  a  hare  to  a  race.  Each  is  certain  that  he  will  win  the  race.  They  are 
only  a  few  minutes  away  from  the  finish  line,  and  are  running  neck  and  neck. 


Remember:  a  good  story  ending  should  fit  your  story. 
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You  have  learned  several  ways  of  creating  vivid  pictures  in  your  reader’s  mind.  Some  of  these  ways 
are  simile,  metaphor,  personification,  alliteration,  and  sound  words.  Use  any  or  as  many  of  these 
ways  as  you  wish  to  describe  the  following  objects. 

1.  a  robot: . 


2.  aspacesuit: 


3.  A  Martian: 


Look  carefully  at  the  scene  below.  Pretend  you  are  there  too.  What  sights  do  you  see?  What  sounds 
do  you  hear?  Write  a  brief  paragraph  describing  the  scene.  Will  you  use  time-order  or  space-order  in 
your  description? 
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12/But  Everyone  Else  Is! 

LEARNING  TO  COMBINE  SENTENCES 

Using  the  connectives  even  though , 
but  also 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•  A  lobster  never  loses  its  strength  and  speed. 

It  might  live  to  be  a  hundred  years  old. 

•  A  lobster  never  loses  its  strength  and  speed,  even 
though  it  might  live  to  be  a  hundred  years  old. 

How  were  the  first  two  sentences  combined  to  form  the  third  sentence?  Circle  the  two-word 
connective  that  joins  them.  What  punctuation  mark  comes  before  the  connective? . 

Now  read  the  following  sentences. 

•  A  lobster  is  ugly-looking. 

It’s  grouchy. 

•  A  lobster  is  not  only  ugly-looking,  but  it’s  also  grouchy. 

The  connectives  not  only  and  but  also  are  used  to  combine  the  first  two  sentences  to  form  the  third 
sentence.  Circle  these  connectives.  What  do  you  notice  about  the  positions  of  the  words? 

Write  the  words  not  only  and  but  also  where  they  fit  in  the  following  sentences. 

1 .  She  was . a  medical  doctor, . she  was . an 

outstanding  scientist. 

2.  Rain  was . dripping  on  the  roof, . it  was . seeping 

in  through  the  floor  boards. 

3.1 . deliver  papers, . I . mow  lawns. 

Sometimes  the  words  but  also  are  used  alone  in  sentences.  Write  the  connective  but  also  where  it  fits 
in  the  following  sentences. 

4.  A  lobster  may  be  ugly, . it’s . very  interesting. 

5.  A  lobster  can  quite  easily  lose  a  claw . it  can . grow  the  claw 

back  again. 


*  123 


Combine  the  following  pairs  of  sentences,  using  the  connectives  given  in  parentheses  (  ). 

1.  He  baked  the  cake. 

He  frosted  it.  (not  only  -  but  also) 


2.  They  washed  the  floor. 

They  waxed  it.  (not  only  -  but  also) 


3. 1  like  to  be  alone. 

I  like  to  go  to  parties.  (but  also) 


4.  Lobsters  are  strong  and  lively. 

They  don’t  eat  very  often.  (even  though) 


5.  I’m  taking  an  umbrella. 

I’m  taking  my  sunglasses.  (but  also) 


6.  The  lobster  pinched  my  finger. 

I  moved  very  quickly.  (even  though) 


7.  Lobsters  continue  growing  all  their  lives. 

They  do  not  seem  to  age.  (not  only  -  but  also) 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 

Understanding  c«n  notations 

Suppose  you  have  builtatreehouse.  You  show  it  to  a  cousin  who  is  visiting  you.  How  would  you  react 
to  each  of  the  following  sentences  from  your  cousin? 

. Climbing  up  this  rope  ladder  into  your  treehouse  is  really  challenging. 

. Climbing  up  this  rope  ladder  into  your  treehouse  is  really  awkward. 

. This  grass  on  the  floor  gives  a  crude  feeling  to  your  treehouse. 

. This  grass  on  the  floor  gives  a  natural  feeling  to  your  treehouse. 

. The  shape  of  this  room  is  weird. 

. The  shape  of  this  room  is  unusual. 


Which  sentences  would  make  you  feel  happy  about  your  treehouse?  Place  a  check  mark  beside  each 
of  these  favorable  sentences.  For  each  of  the  sentences  that  you  checked,  circle  the  word  that  makes 
it  favorable. 

What  are  the  unfavorable  words  in  the  sentences  that  you  did  not  check?  List  these  three  words: 


Suppose  a  younger  brother  or  sister  of  yours  has  just  finished  drawing  a  picture.  He  or  she  is  very 
proud  of  the  picture,  and  shows  it  to  you.  Which  of  the  following  sentences  from  you  would  make 
your  brother  or  sister  feel  happy?  In  other  words,  which  sentences  have  favorable  connotations? 

. What’s  that  supposed  to  be?  . Your  picture  is  really  bright  and  colorful. 

. Tell  me  about  your  picture.  . What  did  you  do  -  use  every  crayon  in  the  box? 

Place  a  check  mark  beside  each  of  the  sentences  that  has  a  favorable  connotation.  Then  write  three 
more  favorable  sentences  that  you  could  use  in  this  situation. 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 
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Now  suppose  you  and  a  friend  have  planned  to  make  something  together.  It  could  be  a  treehouse, 
a  kite,  a  scrapbook,  a  scarf,  or  some  other  object.  When  you  arrive  at  your  friend’s  house,  he  or 
she  has  already  started  to  work  on  the  project.  However,  you  are  not  completely  happy  with  what 
your  friend  has  done. 

Which  of  the  following  sentences  state  your  feelings  in  as  favorable  a  way  as  possible?  Which  of  the 
following  sentences  might  make  your  friend  feel  unhappy  or  angry? 

. You’re  doing  it  all  wrong! 

. Well,  that’s  one  way  to  do  it,  but  I  have  another  idea  that  might  work  better. 

. I  saw  a  program  on  T.V.  that  showed  how  to  solve  that  problem. 

. I  don’t  think  it  will  ever  work  if  we  do  it  your  way. 

. How  could  you  be  so  stupid? 

. Could  I  make  a  suggestion? 


Place  a  check  mark  beside  each  of  the  sentences  having  a  favorable  connotation.  Then  write  three 
more  favorable  sentences  that  you  could  use  in  this  situation. 

1 . 


2 


3 


Read  the  following  “neutral”  statements.  Rewrite  them,  giving  them  both  a  favorable  and  an 
unfavorable  connotation. 

1 .  They  live  in  a  small  house. 

2.  That  radio  station  plays  middle-of-the-road  music. 
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LEARNING  TO  COMBINE  SENTENCES 

Using  embedded  nouns  and  noun  phrases 


Read  each  of  the  following  pairs  of  sentences.  Then  find  the  sentence  that  combines  the  two 
thoughts  in  the  list  below,  and  write  it  on  the  line. 

•  The  Smiths’ frog  ran  away  from  home.  •  The  Smiths’ frog  was  called  Frostfree. 


•  The  frog  went  to  see  Dr.  Attia. 


•  Dr.  Attia  was  a  scientist. 


•  Dr.  Attia  was  just  finishing  an  experiment.  •  Dr.  Attia  was  a  brilliant  man. 


The  frog  went  to  see  Dr.  Attia,  a  scientist. 

The  Smiths’  frog,  Frostfree,  ran  away  from  home. 

Dr.  Attia,  a  brilliant  man,  was  just  finishing  an  experiment. 

Look  at  the  first  sentence  that  you  wrote.  What  word  in  this  sentence  tells  more  about  Smiths’ 

frog? . What  punctuation  mark  is  used  before  and  afterthis  word? . 

Now  look  at  the  second  sentence  that  you  wrote.  What  words  in  this  sentence  tell  more  about 

Dr.  Attia? . What  punctuation  mark  is  used  before  these  words? . 

Now  look  at  the  third  sentence  that  you  wrote.  What  words  tell  more  about  Dr.  Attia 

this  time? . What  punctuation  mark  is  used  before  and  after  these 

words? . 

The  word  Frostfree  is  a  proper  noun.  The  words  a  scientist  and  a  brilliant  man  are  noun  phrases.  Two 
sentences  may  be  combined  by  placing  the  noun  or  noun  phrase  from  one  sentence  beside  the  word 
that  it  explains  in  the  other  sentence.  In  this  case,  we  say  that  the  noun  or  noun  phrase  is  embedded. 

Now  read  the  following  groups  of  sentences.  Circle  the  embedded  noun  or  noun  phrase  in  the  (c) 
sentence  of  each  group. 

1 .  Dr.  Attia  asked  the  reason  for  Frostfree’s  visit. 

Dr.  Attia  was  a  helpful  person. 

Dr.  Attia,  a  helpful  person,  asked  the  reason  for  Frostfree’s  visit. 
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2.  (a)  Frostfree  expressed  his  desire  to  be  turned  into  a  frog. 

(b)  Frostfree  was  a  rather  confused  young  amphibian. 

(c)  Frostfree,  a  rather  confused  young  amphibian,  expressed  his  desire  to  be  turned  into  a  frog. 

3.  (a)  Dr.  Attia  called  his  assistant. 

(b)  His  assistant  was  a  young  man  named  Anson. 

(c)  Dr.  Attia  called  his  assistant,  a  young  man  named  Anson. 

Now  look  back  at  the  (c)  sentence  of  the  first  group.  What  is  the  subject  of  this  sentence?  Draw  a  line 
under  it.  What  is  the  predicate?  Draw  two  lines  under  it.  Is  the  embedded  noun  phrase  in  the  subject 
or  the  predicate  of  the  sentence? 


Draw  a  line  under  the  subject  of  the  (c)  sentence  in  the  second  group.  Draw  two  lines  under  the 
predicate.  Is  the  embedded  noun  phrase  in  the  subject  or  the  predicate? 


Draw  a  line  under  the  subject  of  the  (c)  sentence  in  the  third  group.  Draw  two  lines  under  the 
predicate.  Is  the  embedded  noun  phrase  in  the  subject  or  the  predicate? 


Embedded  nouns  or  noun  phrases  may  be  either  in  the  subject  or  the  predicate  of  a  sentence. 
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Combine  the  following  pairs  of  sentences.  In  each  case,  embed  the  noun  or  noun  phrase  from  the 
second  sentence,  the  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1 .  “This  is  Frostfree,”  Dr.  Attia  told  Anson. 

Anson  was  his  assistant. 

“This  is  Frostfree,”  Dr.  Attia  told  Anson,  his  assistant. 

2.  “What  sort  of  creature  is  he?”  the  doctor  asked  Anson. 

Anson  was  a  clever  fellow. 


3.  “Did  you  hear  that?”  asked  Dr.  Attia. 
Dr.  Attia  was  the  scientist. 


4.  Frostfree  turned  pale  under  his  green  skin. 
Frostfree  was  the  frog. 


5.  “Well,  hallelujah!”  he  shouted,  startling  the  two  men. 
The  two  men  were  Dr.  Attia  and  Anson. 


6.  “How  much  do  I  owe  you?”  asked  Frostfree. 
Frostfree  was  the  happy  frog. 


Remember:  embedded  nouns  and  noun  phrases  add  information  in  a  few  words. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 

Using  a  uarietg  of  descriptive  sentences 

Read  the  following  two  paragraphs.  Each  one  describes  the  same  scene.  Which  one  is  more 
interesting  and  exciting? 

The  car  went  around  the  corner.  Its  tires  made  a  noise.  The  other  cars  followed.  One  car  went 
off  the  track.  The  crowd  watched  the  cars. 

The  sleek  and  powerful  racer  roared  around  the  hairpin  curve.  Its  tires  squealed  angrily. 

In  a  second  the  other  cars  flashed  by  in  hot  pursuit.  Suddenly,  one  of  the  drivers  lost  control,  and 
his  vehicle  spun  crazily  off  the  track.  The  hushed  crowd  seemed  spellbound  by  the  spectacle. 

What  adjectives  did  the  author  use  to  make  the  second  paragraph  interesting  and  exciting? 

Add  two  more  to  the  list  below  and  write  what  each  one  tells  about. 

powerful  (tells  about  the  noun  engine) 
hairpin  (tells  about  the  noun  curve) 


Can  you  find  an  adjective  phrase  that  tells  about  the  noun  racer  and  begins  with  the  preposition  with. 
Write  it  on  the  line  below. 


What  descriptive  adverbs  did  the  author  use?  Add  two  more  to  the  list  below  and  write  what  each  one 
tells  about. 

suddenly  (tells  about  the  verb  lost) 


What  adverb  phrases  did  the  author  use?  Add  two  more  to  the  list  below, 
in  a  second  (also  tells  about  the  verb  flashed  by) 
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What  expressive  verbs  did  the  author  use?  Add  three  more  to  the  one  below, 
roared 


What  expressive  nouns  did  the  author  use?  Add  two  more  to  the  one  below, 
racer 


Read  the  following  paragraph.  Does  it  seem  interesting  and  exciting? 

Sharon  and  Ted  were  playing  in  the  garden.  Their  mothertold  them  to  come  inside  since  a 
tornado  was  coming.  They  could  see  the  tornado.  They  went  inside  and  watched  the  tornado 
through  the  window.  It  did  a  lot  of  damage. 

What  do  you  think  it  would  have  been  like  to  be  Sharon  or  Ted?  What  specific  things  would  you  see 
and  hear?  How  would  you  feel?  How  would  you  act?  What  might  you  say? 

Make  a  list  of  expressive  words  you  might  use. 


Use  your  list  to  rewrite  the  paragraph.  Use  descriptive  and  expressive  adjectives,  adjective  phrases, 
adverbs,  and  adverb  phrases,  verbs,  and  nouns. 


Remember:  good  descriptive  language  makes  your  writing  more  exciting  and  interesting. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 


When  you  speak  or  write,  you  can  use  either  formal  or  informal  language,  depending  on  the 
situation.  For  example,  you  might  say  to  a  friend,  “What  a  great  show!”  (informal),  but  if  you 
were  writing  a  paragraph  you  might  say,  “The  show  was  interesting  and  exciting.”  (formal). 

Read  the  sentence  pairs  below.  Underline  the  informal  sentence  in  each  pair. 

1 .  Sam  is  a  good  kid.  4.  Hang  on  a  minute. 

Sam  is  a  friendly,  dependable  boy.  Please  wait  a  minute. 

2.  She  really  goofed.  5.  It  beats  me! 

She  made  a  serious  mistake.  I  certainly  don’t  understand  it. 

3.  It  was  funny. 

It  was  a  scream. 

As  a  general  rule,  informal  language  is  used  in  casual,  everyday  speech.  Formal  language  is  used  for 
more  businesslike  or  “dignified”  situations.  Formal  language  is  more  often  used  in  written  work, 
although  informal  language  is  also  appropriate  in  certain  situations. 

Which  kind  of  language  is  more  likely  to  be  suitable  in  each  of  the  following  situations?  Write  formal 
or  informal  after  each. 

1 .  writing  a  business  letter . 

2.  writing  a  personal  letter  to  a  friend  of  your  own  age . 

3.  answering  the  telephone  in  an  office . 

4.  speaking  to  the  librarian  in  a  public  library . 

5.  talking  with  some  classmates  on  the  way  home  from  school  - . 

6.  interviewing  a  stranger  about  thirty  years  old,  for  a  school  project  . 

7.  having  a  conversation  with  your  grandparents  . 

8.  writing  a  report  in  school . 

9.  writing  a  comic  strip . 
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The  following  two  paragraphs  are  from  a  student’s  report.  However,  they  are  written  in  a  style  that  is 
really  too  informal  for  a  report.  Rewrite  each  one  in  a  more  formal  style. 

One  weird  thing  about  space  travel  is  weightlessness.  Those  astronauts  bounce  around  in  the 
spaceship  like  ping-pong  balls.  What  a  laugh!  Hang  on  to  your  lunch,  friend,  or  it  might  float  away! 


When  astronauts  want  to  have  a  little  snack,  they  grab  one  of  those  handy-dandy  little  pouches 
of  dried  food.  They  slop  a  bit  of  water  into  the  pouch  and  mush  it  around  for  a  while  until  the  stuff 
is  good  and  squishy.  It’s  sure  not  home  cooking,  but  in  outer  space  you  can’t  be  too  fussy! 


Remember:  your  written  work  is  more  effective  if  its  language  is  appropriate  to  its  purpose. 
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Learning  to... 

Jason  and  Leeanne  are  next-door  neighbors.  On  their  way  home  from  school  today,  they  began  to 
argue  about  a  popular  star  who  wore  very  unusual  outfits.  Jason  likes  the  way  he  looks,  but  Leeanne 
doesn’t.  Write  their  conversation.  What  words  will  each  use  to  describe  the  star’s  clothes?  What 
words  will  each  use  to  indicate  how  he  or  she  feels  about  them?  What  words  will  he  or  she  use 
to  indicate  the  appropriateness  of  the  clothes  for  the  stage?  What  connotations  will  each  use? 

Will  their  language  be  formal  or  informal? 

Use  a  variety  of  descriptive  sentences  in  the  conversation.  Use  even  though  and  but  also  to  combine 
some  sentences.  Use  at  least  one  embedded  noun  or  noun  phrase. 


Draw  a  cartoon  showing  how  the  star  looks  in  Jason’s  eyes  and  how  he  looks  in  Leeanne’s  eyes. 
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1 3/No  Wild  Animal  Dies  of  Old  Age 

LEARNING  TO  BUILD  PARAGRAPHS 

Writing  cause-and-effect  paragraphs 


Read  the  numbered  list  of  "causes.”  Then  find  in  the  list  below  a  possible  "effect”  that  might  result 
from  each  cause  and  write  it  on  the  line. 

1 .  Dave  took  a  new  route  home  from  school. 


2.  Pat  put  the  wrong  letter  into  the  envelope. 


3.  The  horse  lost  a  nail  from  its  shoe. 


4.  Jim  and  Josie  lost  a  lot  of  weight. 


5.  The  premier  did  not  keep  his  promises. 


•  Somebody  accidentally  received  some  surprising  information. 

•  Many  of  their  clothes  did  not  fit. 

•  It  took  him  a  long  time  to  get  home. 

•  Fewer  people  voted  for  him  in  the  next  election. 

•  The  shoe  came  off. 

Choose  the  “cause”  that  you  found  the  most  interesting.  Write  it  on  the  following  line. 
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Whatfurther  “effects”  could  result  or  follow  from  the  cause  you  chose?  Forexample,  could  Dave  also 
have  made  an  interesting  discovery  on  his  new  route?  Could  the  horse  have  become  lame  because 
its  shoe  was  lost?  List  four  further  “effects”  that  might  result  from  your  “cause.” 


Use  your  list  as  the  basis  for  a  cause-and-effect  paragraph.  Write  a  topic  sentence  based  on  the 
“cause”  statement  that  you  chose.  Then  use  the  “effects”  that  you  listed  as  supporting  details. 
Add  more  supporting  details  if  you  wish. 
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LEARNING  TO  BUILD  VOCABULARY 

Using  a  dictionary 

Suppose  you  are  reading  an  interesting  article  in  a  magazine,  and  you  come  across  the 
following  sentence:  Suddenly  he  saw  a  golden  sphere  floating  in  the  air. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  sphere?  Does  the  sentence  give  enough  clues  so  that  you  can  figure 
it  out?  If  you  look  up  the  word  in  the  dictionary,  you  will  probably  find  something  like  this: 

sphere  (SFIHR)  noun.  1 .  A  round  object  having  all  points  of  its  surface  the  same  distance 
from  the  centre;  ball;  globe.  2.  Anything  of  about  this  shape:  the  earth  is  a  sphere.  3.  The  area 
or  conditions  in  which  one  lives,  works,  or  socializes,  spheres. -spherical  adjective. 

-  spherically  adverb. 

Look  at  the  pronunciation  symbols  in  parentheses  (  ).  How  do  they  tell  you  to  pronounce  sphere? 
Which  of  the  following  words  does  it  rhyme  with?  (Check  one.) 

. cheery  . stare  . clear 

Now  use  the  dictionary  entry  to  answer  the  following  questions. 

What  kind  of  word  is  sphere? . . 

What  adjective  can  be  formed  from  it?  . 

What  adverb  can  be  formed  from  it? . 

Read  the  three  denotations,  or  meanings,  given  for  the  word. 

Which  of  the  three  seems  to  best  fit  the  sentence  that  you  read  in  the  magazine?  Write  it  below. 


Use  a  dictionary  to  help  you  choose  and  write  the  shape  word  that  answers  each  of  the 
following  riddles.  Choose  from  these  shape  words:  •  horizontal  •  arch  •  parallel 

1 .  A  cat  is  bending  its  back  into  a  curved  position.  What  word  describes  the  shape  of  the  cat’s  back? 


2.  The  stripes  on  your  T-shirt  run  from  side  to  side.  What  word  describes  the  direction  of  the  stripes? 


3.  Highway  engineers  are  painting  two  yellow  stripes  in  the  centre  of  the  road.  The  stripes  run  side 
by  side  and  are  an  equal  distance  apart  at  all  points.  What  word  describes  the  relationship  of 

these  two  lines? . 
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The  following  pairs  of  words  are  sometimes  confused  with  each  other.  Use  a  dictionary  to  find  the 
denotations  of  the  words.  Write  a  brief  definition  of  each  word  and  use  it  in  a  sentence  of  your  own. 

1.  principal 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

principle 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE:  . . . 

2.  plane 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

plain 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

3.  there 

DEFINITION:  . . . 

SENTENCE: . 

their 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

4.  its 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

it’s 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

5.  to 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 

too 

DEFINITION:  . 

SENTENCE: . 
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LEARNING  TO  COMBINE  SENTENCES 


Using  the  connectiues  uiho  and  that 

Read  the  following  sentences. 

•Tanis  Barkley  is  a  woman. 

•Tanis  Barkley  makes  sound  effects  on  radio. 

•Tanis  Barkley  is  a  woman  who  makes  sound  effects  on  radio. 

How  were  the  first  two  sentences  combined  to  form  the  third  sentence?  Circle  the  connective  that 
joins  them. 

Now  read  the  following  sentences. 

•The  crunching  of  snow  is  one  sound  effect. 

•Tanis  Barkley  makes  it. 

•The  crunching  of  snow  is  one  sound  effect  that  Tanis  Barkley  makes. 

How  were  the  first  two  sentences  combined  to  form  the  third  sentence?  Circle  the  connective  that 
joins  them. 

The  group  of  words  who  makes  sound  effects  on  radio  tells  more  about  a  certain  noun. 

What  is  that  noun?  . 

The  group  of  words  that  Tanis  Barkley  makes  also  tells  more  about  a  certain  noun. 

What  is  that  noun?  . 

In  groups  of  words  such  as  the  above,  we  use  who  if  the  noun  refers  to  a  person  or  group  of  persons. 
We  use  that  if  the  noun  does  not  refer  to  a  person. 

Choose  and  write  the  correct  connective  for  each  of  the  following  sentences. 


1 .  This  is  the  house . Jack  built,  (who,  that) 

2.  Jack  is  the  man . built  the  house,  (who,  that) 

3.  One  sound  effect . Tanis  Barkley  makes  is  the  crunching  of  snow,  (who,  that) 

4.  The  person . makes  the  sound  effect  is  Tanis  Barkley,  (who,  that) 

5.  The  way . she  makes  it  is  by  squeezing  a  box  of  cornstarch,  (who,  that) 


5.  The  way . she  makes  it  is  by  squeezing  a  box  of  cornstarch,  (who,  that) 
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Read  the  following  groups  of  sentences.  Complete  the  (c)  sentence  in  each  group,  beginning  with 
the  connective  who  or  that.  The  first  one  has  been  done  for  you. 

1.  (a)  The  house  is  on  Fourwinds  Drive. 

(b)  Jack  built  the  house. 

(c)  The  house  that  Jack  built  is  on  Fourwinds  Drive. 

2.  (a)  The  whistling  of  wind  is  a  sound  effect. 

(b)  Tanis  Barkley  makes  it. 

(c)  The  whistling  of  wind  is  a  sound  effect . 

3.  (a)  The  way  is  by  blowing  into  the  microphone. 

(b)  She  makes  it. 

(c)  The  way . is  by  blowing  into  the  microphone. 

4.  (a)  Max  Ferguson  is  a  Canadian  actor. 

(b)  He  was  on  the  radio  for  many  years. 

(c)  Max  Ferguson  is  a  Canadian  actor  . 

5.  (a)  A  radio  program  is  “The  Royal  Canadian  Air  Farce.” 

(b)  She  likes  it. 

(c)  A  radio  program . is  “The  Royal  Canadian  Air  Farce.” 

Now  use  who  or  that  to  combine  the  following  pairs  of  sentences. 

1 .  (a)  The  house  has  a  purple  roof. 

(b)  Jack  built  it. 

(c)  . 

2.  (a)  A  person  has  a  lot  of  fun. 

(b)  The  person  makes  sound  effects. 

(c)  . 

3.  (a)  She  is  a  person. 

(b)  She  enjoys  life. 

(c)  . 

4.  (a)  That  is  a  lovely  sweater. 

(b)  You  bought  it  at  the  craft  fair. 

(c)  . 

5.  (a)  Her  grandmother  comes  from  Halifax. 

(b)  Her  grandmother  is  here  for  a  visit. 

(c)  . 
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Learning  to... 


Here  are  some  questions  to  ask  yourself  when  you  are  proofreading  a  report. 

•  Did  I  use  correct  spelling  and  punctuation? 

•  Did  I  put  sentences  in  my  own  words? 

•  Did  I  put  my  facts  in  the  right  order? 

•  Does  my  report  contain  any  fragments  or  run-on  sentences? 

•  Did  I  divide  my  report  into  paragraphs  correctly? 

Proofread  the  report  below,  and  correct  the  errors.  The  first  sentence  is  done  for  you. 

The  Beaver 

,  is  i  n  /  are 

The  beavers  body  A  suAted  to  his  llf|e/n  the  water  and  on  land.  His  large  hind  feetAwebbed  for 

swimming.  He  has  flap-like  valves  in  his  ears  and  nostrils  which  close.  When  he  dives.  His  flat, 

hairless  tail  served  three  main  purposes  -  a  prop  when  gnawing  trees  a  rudder  and  oar  when 

swimming,  and  an  alarm  signal  when  slapped  on  the  water,  to  keep  his  coat  waterproof  he  has  two  oil 

glands  on  either  side  of  his  tail.  The  oil  from  these  glands  keeps  his  fur  oily. 

Beavers  live  in  family  groups  which  consist  of  the  parents  and  theiryoung.  the  group  build  and 

maintain  their  dams.  The  baby  beavers  are  born  in  the  spring  and  the  young  beavers  stay  with  the 

family  until  the  age  of  too.  Then  they  leave  to  search  for  mates.  Beavers  mating  for  life.  Beavers  build 

dams  to  block  streams.  Ponds  are  then  created  were  the  beavers  will  build  their  lodges.  Dams  of 

branches  mud,  leaves,  and  stones,  dams  can  be  more  than  thirty  metres  in  length  and  up  to  three 

metres  in  height.  The  lodge  is  a  large  island  of  branches  in  the  pond.  It  contains  a  hollow  chamber 

with  ungerwater  entrances.  In  this  hollow  chamber,  beavers  are  safe  from  their  enmies. 
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Learning  to... 

As  you  have  learned  in  your  work  on  advertising,  a  symbol  is  an  easily  recognizable  person  or  thing 
which  represents  something  larger  and  makes  it  easier  to  comprehend.  Canada  has  many  symbols. 
One  is  the  coat  of  arms  on  page  233  of  your  text.  Look  in  an  encyclopedia  for  the  coat  of  arms  of 
Canada’s  provinces  and  territories. 

Another  important  symbol  of  Canada  is  the  flag.  What  does  it  look  like?  . 


What  tree  symbolizes  Canada?  . 

What  colorful  uniform  symbolizes  Canada?  . 

What  national  sport  symbolizes  Canada? . 

Why  do  you  think  each  of  the  above  might  have  been  chosen  to  represent  Canada  to  people  from 

other  countries?  . 


Design  a  symbol  for  your  community.  What  is  important  about  your  community?  What  special 
feature  sets  it  apart  from  others?  Use  the  space  below  for  your  symbol. 


On  the  lines  below,  tell  why  you  made  the  choice  you  did.  Exchange  your  symbol  with  a  classmate  to 
see  if  you  both  chose  the  same  symbol  for  your  community. 
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Learning  to... 

On  these  pages  is  a  map  of  Canada.  Fill  in  the  cities  and  towns  that  you  know.  Use  pictograms  to 
put  the  following  information  on  your  map.  You  may  need  to  check  an  encyclopedia  for  some 
of  this  information. 


(a)  Indicate  on  the  map  something  about  your  own  part  of  Canada. 

(What  makes  it  important,  what  major  product  or  industry  is  associated  with  it?) 

(b)  Add  the  football,  hockey,  and  baseball  teams 

(c)  Add  the  major  airports 

(d)  Add  the  major  ports 

(e)  Add  the  major  industries 

(f)  Add  the  major  agricultural  products 

(g)  Indicate  the  major  population  areas 

Look  at  your  map  and  at  the  songs  and  pictures  in  chapter  14  of  your  textbook.  Jot  down  some 
reasons  why  you  think  Canada  is  a  good  place  to  grow  up  in.  Use  the  lines  below. 


Use  your  notes  to  tell  a  classmate  how  you  feel  and  why  you  feel  as  you  do. 
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Learning  to 


Look  at  the  folk  songs  in  your  text  book. 
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Which  one  comes  closest  to  portraying  a  mood  that  describes  the  province  to  which  it  refers? 


What  is  the  writer  of  “Farewell  to  Nova  Scotia’’  telling  about? 


Write  a  folk  song  for  your  province.  Will  your  song  reflect  a  mood  that  you  feel  is  the  mood  of  your 
province?  Will  your  song  tell  how  you  feel  about  living  there?  Will  it  tell  how  you  might  feel  about 
leaving?  Will  your  song  use  repetition?  Will  it  have  a  refrain?  Write  your  song  on  the  lines  below. 
Illustrate  it  if  you  like. 
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